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The Debate on the Environmental Degradation during the
Pre- and Post- Conquest in America
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Abstract : A lot of different opinions have intensified the debate on environmental destruction during the pre- and
post- conquest. Some respect Indian's way of living in harmony with nature, while others blame Indians for
altering the environment. Also, some argue that Europeans’ cattle raising resulted in highly modified ecosystem,
whereas others believe that the ecosystem was not much affected by cattle raising due to their transhumance. This
kind of argument shows us the point we need to consider as trying ecological restoration. If we want to find an
ideal target for ecological restoration, if we like to figure out the time when human being and nature were really
in harmony, advanced paleoenvironmental studies are necessary.
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