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— Abstract —
Analysis of Patients Injured in Demonstraions

Kyoung Mi Lee, M.D.

Department of Emergency Medicine, Inje University's Seoul Paik Hospital, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: This study was conducted to determine the level of medical care required for mass-gatherings and
to describe the types of illness and injury that may occur during demonstrations.

M ethods: We conducted aretrospective review of the medical records for patientsinjured during demonstrations.

Results: From May to August at 2008, atotal of 932,000 participants attended demonstrations. Most patients
were occurred from June to July, atotal of 126 patients were evaluated and treated at the emergency center of
our hospital. The mean patient age was 31.8+ 9.8 years, and men predominated over women. The vast majority
of patients were experienced trauma (88.9%). The diagnostic categories were contusion (49.2%), laceration
(20.6%), fracture (6.3%), syncope/dizziness (5.5%), ocular injuries (3.9%), dyspnea (3.9%), other trauma
(3.1%), and abdominal complaints (1.5%). Two patients were admitted.

Conclusion: Therateand the acuity of patients seen at these demondrationswas|ow. Nevertheless, afull on-gte phys-
cian and trangportation system isrecommended during Smilar incidents. (J Korean Soc Traumatol 2009;22:179-83)
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Table 1. Baseline characteristics of patients
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MaleN (%) 1707 (60.2) 1734 (60.6) 0.665 8010 (60.2) 7946 (58.6) 0.008
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*a June-July, 2007, *N: number of patients, *b: June-July, 2008, *A: 2007 except June-July, 'B: 2008 except June-duly, "Night: PM 8- AM 8
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Table 2. Characteristics of patients and diagnostic categories

related to demonstration
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Table 3. Patterns of traumas caused by mechanisms related to demonstration

Fracture
/Didocation

Others

Ocular injury

Contusion

Laceration

Total

Hit by something

13
13
13

15

29
22

Clubs or shields
Fists and/or feet

Stone

19
10

Watering cannons
Piece of glass

Crowd

15

26

Others
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Fig. 1. Distribution of patients related to demonstration
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