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A Study on the Introduction of Natural Elements in Public places of Nursing Homes
- Focusing on ensuring the amenity of mediation, interaction, and rest places -
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Abstract

As an aging society accelerates its pace for the present, providing a pleasant environment to nursing homes is such an
environmental requirement with which elderly people could improve their quality of life and even acquire the effects of healing.

As an optimal element of ensuring amenity, nature is a general hospital that heals human beings physically and mentally. In
this vein, the investigator drew out the frame of analysis, namely emotional/healing/relating amenity, by means of theoretical
examination of such natural elements as water, light, soil/stone, and plant. And on the basis of the drawn amenity, the
investigator examined the application of natural elements to study subjects in order to analyze the ensured amenity. Study
findings show that the existing nursing homes have ensured healing amenity sufficiently, but they are unsatisfactory in
ensuring emotional and relating amenity. Based on interview survey, the investigator suggests that the introduction of natural
elements into nursing homes such public space as mediation space, interaction space, and rest places to ensure
emotional/healing/relating amenity must be ideally equipped with the formation of outdoor forest in which water, light,
soil/stone, and plant get joined together, rather than introducing a single element respectively. In addition, the plan of
construction of nursing homes must take residing elderly people’s emotional/healing/relating amenity into account on the basis
of physical amenity.
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