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Abstract

The demand for platinum group metals for various advanced industries has been growing due to their excellent physical and
chemical properties. Since the deposit of platinum minerals are restricted to few countries, their recovery from various secondary
resources has becomes an important issue to related industries for keeping the supply reliably. In this paper, patents on the met-
allurgical technologies for the platinum group metalst were analyzed. The search of patent was limited to the open patents of
USA (US), European Union (EP), Japan (JP), and Korea (KR) from 1986 to 2006. Patents were surveyed using key-words
searching and selected by filtering criteria. The trend of patents was analyzed by the years, countries, companies, and tech-
nologies.
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Fig. 1. Construction flow-sheet of data analysis.
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Fig. 2. A trend of the applied patent according to the year in

each country.
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Table 3. The present status of the applied patent in each application country/the nationalities of applicants
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Fig. 11. A trend of the applied patent according to the year in each technology.
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