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Medical Imaging of Hepatolithiasis in a Dogs

Ji-Hwan Wang, Ki-Tae Park, Kyung-Woo Lee, Seong-Chan Yeon, Hyo-Jong Lee and Hee-Chun Lee'

Research Institute of Life Sciences, Gyeongsang National University, Jinju 600-701, Korea

Abstract : A 6-year-old, intact female mixed dog was referred to Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital of Gyeongsang
National University due to vomiting, anorexia, depression of 1 month's duration. On abdominal radiography, numerous
irregularly marginated mineralized branching structures were present within the liver. On ultrasonography, irregular
hyperechoic spots with an strong acoustic shadow was identified, but evidence of ductal dilatation was absent. Based
on radiography and ultrasonography, intrahepatic gallstones were diagnosed incidentally.
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Fig 1. Lateral(A) and ventrodorsal(B) view of abdominal radiography. There are numberous irregularly marginated mineralized
branching structures within the region of the liver. The liver is slightly decreased in size, as the caudoventral angle of the liver does

not extend to the costal arch.
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Fig 2. Hyperechoic structure and hyperechoic numerous aggregated structures with acoustic shadow are identified in the liver and
gallbladder multifocally(A, C, E, and F). And color Doppler imaging visualizes a twinkling artifact under the surface of the
intrahepatic gallstones (B and D)
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