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The Structure of Interrelationship Among the Influential Factors of
Migration Using Path Analysis

Lee Hee Yeon* - Park Jung Ho**

Abstract : Interregional migration is viewed as the most important component in regional
population change in Korea. The purpose of this study is to analyze the structure of
interrelationship among influential factors of interregional migration from the macro-viewpoint.
During the period of 2000-05 the correlation between immigration and outmigration among 223
shigun-gu spatial unit was over 0.95, indicating that regions with high outmigration received high
immigration. In this study the hypothesized cause-and-effect relationship among six influential
factors of total migration flow was analyzed using path analysis. Based on the direct effect cultural-
welfare environment has the biggest impact on immigration, while education environment and new
housing environment are somewhat less and industrial-job opportunity environment the smallest
impact. However based on the indirect effect, fiscal environment has the biggest impact on
immigration, while industrial-job opportunity environment and infrastructure environment are
somewhat less and new housing environment the smallest impact. If we consider the total effect,
fiscal environment and cultural-welfare environment have the most significantly influenced on
immigration. In particular, the influence of fiscal environment was remarkable in migration process
through nonrecursive path and feedback loop.

Keywords : migration, path analysis, path diagram, direct effect, indirect effect, total effect
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