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An Analysis of Deter minants of Female Marriage lmmigrants
Adaptation to Their Communities*

Seokhoi Yim**

Abstract : Female marriage immigrants have increased since the mid-1990s in Korea. Thus, their
adaptation to Korean society has been a big social issue in Korea. There are a lot of academic
researches on their adaptation to Korean society so far. We cannot sufficiently understand general
main factors of their adaptation to Korean society because of methodological problems in the
studies on the female marriage immigrants. Particularly, there are very few studies on female
marriage immigrants’ adaptation to their communities. This study analyzes determinants of female
marriage immigrants’ adaptation to their communities, using stepwise multi-regression. Data are
collected from questionary survey on female marriage immigrants in Seoul, Gyeong-gi, Daegu,
Gyeong-buk, Gwangju, Jeon-nam. Dependent variables are community life, spatial cognition and
activities, and neighborhood relationship. Each dependent variable is analyzed with 30 independent
variables through stepwise multi-regression. As a result, 16 positive determinants and 2 negative
ones are selected. Positive determinants are resident identity, age, adaptation to home, number of
Korean friends and same nationals’ friends in Korea and so on. But, Korean language fluence is not
selected as a significant factor. This is different from a general recognition. As exiting researches,
the importance of social network and adaptation variables is also identified in this study.

Keywords : international marriage, migrants, social adaptation, community, female marriage migrant
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