British Council Korea and UK Higher Education

The United Kingdom has a very long history of

excellence in higher education, dating at least from
the foundation of the University of Oxford in the
12th century. There are now hundreds of
Universities and Colleges of Higher Education
across the country, each with its special strengths
and innovative approaches to higher education. The
UK invests ?15 billion in higher education, and over
the past 30 years has brought in a number of

innovations in quality assurance, student support,
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evaluation and funding. Recent changes in
government structure have created the Department
for Universities, Innovation and Skills which have
given Higher Education a clearer voice within

government.
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At the same time as government-initiated reforms,
Universities and Colleges themselves have
introduced new ways of working to widen the
experience available to their students. They have
sought to widen the range of students they recruit,
both from UK and overseas; they have introduced
flexible learning arrangements, including the
possibility of studying part time, or by distance or
internet-based learning; and many have developed
innovative course programmes, with modular
structures, which allow students to tailor their
degree to their job aspirations. All this demonstrates
that UK universities, in fierce competition with each
other for the best students, now treat their students
as customers who deserve the best educational

experience on offer.
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UK Universities are not only strong in teaching -
many of them excel also in research. While UK
research makes up 5% of the world’ s total, UK-
sourced papers in international journals make up
12% of the citations - a generally recognised measure

of research quality.
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At undergraduate and postgraduate levels, UK
universities and colleges welcome students from
overseas warmly, as they believe strongly that world-
class education is, by definition, global in its scope,
and a diversity of students is vital to challenge the

institutions to keep up their innovative approaches.

H
ot

ok = Aok AA ) Eas 71e] &
2, w5 8 AR Fat Sl chRt WA
Xl‘d 5ol SAOZHA tiste] Hal 3 A%
A ASAZE Eojo Fhths g Wag 7ML S

W AR} oAbl A BAe] AA o RIS AFHO

Many eminent Koreans have studied in the UK.
Examples include Mr Sohn Hak-kyu, formerly
governor of Gyeonggi province and now leader of

the UNDP; Mr Hwang Young-key, former



Chairman of Woori Bank; “Dr Han Seung-soo,
former Chairman of the UN General Assembly and
now Secretary-general’s Ambassador on Climate
Change;” Ms Kim Sung-joo, Chairperson of
Sungjoo International; and Representative Park Jin,
a senior member of the President-elect’ s transition
team. Most recently, all the three recipients of
MOST s 2007 Women Scientist of the Year title -
Prof Kim Bitnaeri, Prof Sohn So-young and Dr

Chung Hee-sun - are alumni of UK universities.
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British Council’ s role in Higher Education is to
promote policy-level dialogue between professionals
in UK and Korea and to encourage better links and
partnerships between Universities in our two
countries. In October 2007, we organised a Korea-
UK Institutional Partnership Building seminar in co-
operation with the Korea Association of
International Educators, with over 150 participants
from the two countries, as well as many smaller
events, such as seminars, visits and discussions,
aimed at building better links. Last year, the UK’ s
Minister for Higher and Further Education, Mr Bill
Rammell, brought a high level delegation to Korea

to discuss ways of developing better understanding

and links between education professionals, and a
group from MOEHRD went to UK to study higher
education issues including admissions policy. We
also operate across the East Asia region and are
running a series of high level seminars on such
subjects as student mobility and world-class
universities, which attract senior representatives from
Korea to participate. And every year in October, the
UK Education Exhibition in Seoul brings
representatives of more than 60 UK institutions to
engage with Koreans, potential partners and
students.
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Professional education colleagues in Korea can
find out more about UK education by contacting us
at www.britishcouncil.or.kr, or through the

Education UK website, www.educationuk.or.kr.
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