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A Survey Research on Students's Understanding of Definition,

Formula, and Theorem at College Mathematics Classes

Kim, Byung Moo
School of General Arts and Sciences, Chungju National University, Chungju-Shi,
Chungbuk, 380-702, Korea
E-mail : bmkim6@hanmail.net

The importance of students' precise understanding of mathematical definitions, formulas, and theorems
can not be underestimated. In this survey research, we attempted to evaluate students' understanding of the
concepts of five topics -limit, continuity and intermediate theorem, derivative, application of derivative and
integral. On the basis of the research result, this paper suggests that we need to 1) be more inventive and
speculative in making test problems, 2) explain the examples and counter-examples more concretely, 3)
stress and repeat the basic concepts on the stage of introducing new concepts, 4) develop more effective
problems for the measure of students’ understanding of mathematical concepts, 5) use developed problems

in actual teaching.
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* 2000 Mathematics Subject Classification : 97D70

* Key Words @ Understanding of Basic Concepts, Understand of Definition, Formula and Theorem, College
Mathematics Learmning



oy
ol
Bl

324

« F12 FAN 238 2z JFEn.

(*51D S8 d@ o= JA 27

g€ 12AY 249,

ir

. g

1. 28 A% o udl distd f& f(zr)=sinz+coszZ AYY FFol3n, gt
g(u) =sinu+cosu® A e 39,

) fo gv B #E Fgolnt

L) a8 wrt AR & iy, [} g AR g Fgolth

©) fo} g7} Z2AE AAsed FET ARTE FoAA ek

SRR

o
s

A

2. ‘limf(e)7t EAQser BE EASH FeAt fla)7 AZA FAHsud 2 s

T
Ae %}OM

)Mz u) g4 o) B o
3. ¥4 f7h o=adld Ro5A gou

) limf(z) 7t EA4E 4 gt ©) limf(z)7} 00 8 4 Sich
o) limf(z)7} oo 2 Witsfo} @, 2) 919 ojx A& ot}
4 iy te)= 02 impto)= 0%, lim 55

1) 48] etk ©) BEA EA48G. o) AT FEEHA 4o

rir

5. 1in3sin%ou Zggte] EASA 2 o) f
) 27h 0o ko] AHAE sin—= 16| 93, sin=—10] 3 0 kel G oW @

7h EAet7] Hgolch
L) #FEgto] 0 7htelA Agdty] el

& AoH @7] gojtt.  2) 919 RE o] Ay HEelnh

6. F7t 742 & e 9 249 A Aec
ML w) 2 ©) 3 2) 733 ®ol 714 4 Aok,



qaFeelA 4e, 34, 399 oA A4 325

. 1
7. limz%sin—&
T

ﬂ)lm(;} 09 7t7to] 7HH k= sin;1~=1°] 5, sin—i—=—l°} =0 7tole] Q& oW
7k &) e Feare BARA gt

L) BERe] 0 PholH RSB e dEl FRgke EANA gt

©) +& 3957 @) Aed Tege T gt

a) o]t} o) 1ot}

8 % 934 f(z), glz)e B5 A (0, 0)8 AU & flz)E (0, 6)& Az, glz)e

0, 3)¢ A% 4 lim fgm) =
x)

r—a

o) 20tk v) EASA FEvh ©) ARV FEGA @k 2) 304,

9. o BAd daf F, A 7EsT 2 olFE AFAY HeE St
() limf(z) = o ¢} limg(z)= oo ol®, lim[f(z) — g(z)]=0°|c}

T—a I—a T—ra

(2) limf(z)=0% 43¢ Zx &5 fl@)% a 7HRoldAN BAHAE F4 glz)ol A3

I—ra

lim[f(z)g(z)] = 00]t}.

Ir—a 2—
® fla)= Eolm, gle) =z+20]8, ¥4 /9 g 2kn BT 4 Irk
@ =7 10077 3748 W flz)=—2 09 34 © bl U, WA lim f(z)= 00l

z--100
1&g ok

Gmf(z)= L& t7} uwBT ad] o 7h7te] e, f(t)7) flu)BTh Lo o 7hrtol 2 ¢

e vl g
© #49 2AZE 1 §HY FRP2HE A F Uk

(F52) 453 ARG d@ ok A 2F

« Of EAE 93 %e §S A2AY 2AQ.

L 2B A B3] vjlx Fo2 &xd 1HE Y Eo] BojAn. f& AL toA &=
9 29 F9E Yo

) fE oAt ASgtgro

L) fe Bo] & oA A

Jﬁ: E



o
ok
4o

326

©) fio ofd Azt to] distal® Aol opyrt
2) f7k A&AA disf L Frot FEHA g,

2. FEEANA &3 vj1z Ao &2 12eeE e Bo] oAt} g= 879 2o 2
of z8 Fr2A 829 89 ¥3F YuE B0l
1) g E o] zolq A& ol
L) g7t d&o] obd oW 7} EA3ch
T) of@ o] zo dFf g& A%0| ot}
2) g7k AEAA o e A2 Frot SR

3. “f(z)7} 4o fla)e ‘i"i—’—‘?
1) flz)7} ?"i*°] 0}‘4 , fz )

L) flz)7h d&old, f(z)e o
©) f(z)7} ‘43"‘2}1*7]' olUdy, f

/\o'
\./ '

4 FaAF e=27188...2 AF3 22 2872 oo AARHTIY
) et %Eléromi Fe Az,

o) y= et A5 gFolne 28 Al
5.t WA tal F, A4S FEHT 7 o8 AR el Solgh
(1) Pt) =0l F24e tAZ §9 FRagoeln Plt) =300/l o/ 26T olgf 2

of 2AZ 123 T FAPTHE F22FL H009S X Eafop k. lirr%P(t)= P(T)elt}

(2) &9 7= BE3] Toem Hol it

Q) e Eol Hostg wo] FFA(FLE)} 22 F|(UA)E 2= A77F Ut

@) A% Y& net B2 At AslE) Ege 2xE 2= HAoE T e AugEHE X
Aol itk

G) &7 A FAAz £Ho H4rt HHA 44U dvkn 8, B A4 B 5
A A7t AF F A%k

®) ' -9z +1& 270, 20 2& ZET

(N g 35 flz)e 2=004 A%olnh

f@)=0 (z& #A%), f(z)=0 (z& Fd$)



et A e, T4, Fele o A

¥E3) SH4o d@ odE AA £

* O3 FAE 93 e g8 nEAY RA Q.

LA © 004 flz)=lzle] 2exE?
) y=09 A¥E e L) B3 Be HAe Zen.

©) 44¢ 24 ged 2) y=-z% y=z9 F 44 gt

2.4 0 00A4 flx)=z9 agxd 1& FAHL?
1) y=00°]t} L) y=golth &) EAx gt =) B53 Ro] gk

3. 49 WA E9 dos} rioA r, 2 FteE 949 Wolo Y WgeL?
1) 2nr, B 2o} L) 27 B} =

r1+7'2
o Zt} 2) g9 o] BF "t}

T) 2

4. 35 flz)=2%(ze H2%
1) EARA g u) HE
5. 971% 249 syl Bo] Au . 9 EolE: Eo] © @o] 548 wat
ol ¥9ld) i Folo] £ L2

) YA}t L) BRI g9 Aol AAfoR dog W

©) @al7ld S8 JR7F HR E

),
Al EAEY. o) JHEIF FESA g

6. 35 flz)=zlzld £ =094 v|&A$E?

1) 0o]t}.

L) z =090 lzl7} vlR7V58lR] gomg EAetA g
©) f7b 22845 (piecewise) 2 HoH oz EAstx g}
&) - $580] 22 Forz £ g

7. f(a)7} A8 limf(z)E?

Ia

) WA EART, 2o A% AR 2R AuE B4 gt
L) fla)s 29 o) flla)s 2o =) A8 98 5 U
8 77 (a, b)) BE zo] gd £ (z)7} 2AFIE & o £ 2 oL o] T

(1) 72t (o, b)AA flz)E Aot
@ z=adA flz)e A&t

327



328

oy
ol
+o

(3) #7 (a, b)8 ZE zo d& f(z)7} BBt
@ 77t (g, b)AA f'(z)7} vl@7bs3tch
1) OF Q). W) D% 3. v) ZF 2) o= AR oyt

d 7y,
= 09
9. dr (e")&9
1) 7e¢ L) e’ =)0
10. 89 ouys “deRo] AYE How FAL HE £ df'm TIYY. o 9nj&
“oel o] YL HA gowl FAS HE &

AERF7} “f7t zolA w&7bssd, fe o
) “f7F 2ol o] olJY, fE xolA PlE7bE §A ¥
L) “f7h zolA RIS A R, fE zolA F&0) oyt

>
‘e
b
o,
o
i)
K
ue
ugh
9
V)
o
o
o
rr
-~

©) f7b zAH dFof ofy AL ok AL fo EFF7 oA St dE oW
Ag fredted dE 28 JHE 74 R

11. 257} £& 324937} A28 A1E£Zan gyu Qo zA3 237 29 Ags &%
flx)& FARAL 71271 $Folx Y& B¢ <

71eA7t A% 98 71A7 2 de Bges A
% Zkmv/hr2 A3 Aok o] 71&ke A4l it $EE?
) flz)+3 v f'(z)+3 ©) flz)—3 a) f(z)—3
10 _
12. lim=—— 22
z—»1 T 1

) %ol Ao Gomz ZAHA o)

L) z=194 z£'%9 E&olnz 100t}
) (1)° =10]22 1o},

13 294 WA2 do] 1A ARG AN Behddhn S8, 2 09 1S WA o
229) o] A= 3o WEn 487

T AT

N U %# ) ol ARZHE ARHE AL aA gt

14 o] %% wt Eqolgel wASS Qolr Wyt Eoldd 9

Vel dig g
§9 Zo] ro] £hizE2?

dVv dr dV = dr
—_— _— =®r Q& 2
1) ar ) v ©) ar + av 2) AHA 5



dsteel Ao, 24, Fele AR A4

15 f(1)=10]1 f(1)=30W Eﬁl_f(ﬂzc)( ~1)e9
T
—l) 1 L_) —g— ‘:) __1
16 im 2% —1e gge onac
z—0 T
1) %:1 ) A 0004 y=sinzd THZe] 1& FHLE y= o]t}

o) & FEE F k. 2) 0 7ol e zoll dEM sinz =z ot}

17. f(z) =sinz o9,
1) flz)=f"(z) L) flz)=—f(z) ) flz)=cosz =) %9 A

18. f(z) =sinzcoszold, f'(z)&?

) 1— 2sin’z L) 2cos’z—1 ©) cos2z 2) 9o A BF wr o)y 9L

19. f(z) =tanzol®, f(z)&?

1) 1+ tan’z L) cotz ©) — cotx 2) g9 A 7 2t o) 9 s

2. lim sin(2z+ k) —sin2z
h—0 h

=7

0 o) Hojmn gonz =AsA o

) cosx  L)eos2xr ©)0 =) o°

21. i(sin.vt: + e*inT ) =9
dr

1) coszt+e
22. fo} g& BF vi7tEstn h=f o gol¥, A'(2)E?

sinz sinr

©F L) cosz+e*™cosz  ©) cosrt+e’eosr &) 2R

BE gl

R eg @) v f(2)(2) o) fg2)g'(2)  2) flgla)g'(2)

329

23 99 Yol A=nr" WA o7t W w Adth WA Holrp A

2 sk, Alztell i@ golo Wstge?
dA dA dr dA dr

) ——=27r L) ——=2qr

dt dt at " dt

-+

2. g(z)=sin"'zo|¥ ¢ (z)&=?

1 1 cosST
—_— v C

s 2
1—z° cosx sin‘z

1) 2) cscxcotr



330 iy

(3-54) v &8 U@ o= A} £F

* O TAE 93 9 B8 12AY 24

o

L Aol 9% 24 gujol 84 o 2 F3) Ve A met ddc 2 2324 gol Ay
WA o] r= Al wet Wk doj9f &gt V= —;—ﬂrzh%_‘ o, #3] WHAEe] Zojs

wo|9 AZtel] tiE W3 Aol BAE?

dV_ 1 . dr,  .dh dv_ 1, dr dh
T g = g bt o)l Y g 3T g g T
dv_ 1 » dh dv_ 1, dr
©) = gm@rhtri—r)old 2) = 3w (r)(1) +2r—-h)olnt.

2. 393 go] HEZL 220 o8 F2l S(dock) 7MHAAR Ytk REZ} S(dock)ol W23k
= W dgte 227t 9ARE WS ojHAs}?

) s e AY Aot v) s 2

©) 2AE BET} S(dock)ol Evbt 2ahestel gl

3. 293} go| F250) Arde Bujrlel LA,
# WAzt wudze 2ol
29 YAt AL WD b AuGZYE Bojrke WHeL onasl
) it B A9 Aoy,
L) age 24,
©) IR 3 YA ARdel uhk shrjel HRaksll wAsl,

4. f(z)7} AT QNN vlE7b58a z=at F39 B9 siolth f'(a) > 00]H?
) fe z=aedA AP = Jage HES Ao
L) fE z=adX Adgs /A4 ok

©) fT z=adA BEA Jdgd 2er

5. spotlight”} 13 o] W v]FE & HX5HAch
g o2zt U3t ¥E Abojol] Al
a9 @At AXE Hagd oz Ry q4st Yoz oz o WEee o
1) e OE RAY Aol
L) 152 2t
©) 2L 347t Wl dupyg 7hgte] HIdertel g8k



gt A e, $4, Fes olfx A} 331

6. f7t 3t la, blollA Agold,

) z€ [a, blo] &l m < flz) < M m3 Mo| wEA] EAg]

L) wEAl S EASY @4 @ Hdigh Be HAgE EAT £E EAA &€ 7=
At

©) ojd Huiglolu HA2gE T B oAU B9 f(z)=09 I F ok

7. 20 LA BAEZ AAAFE/ (1D 92 BE Holzk Azt S seiEr
) AANAYE FEolof BT L) 4% wEolof Pk

©) AAZEs A 2% 2Eojof sht AX4YY 24t 49 EdRY ¥ 25 SRS
2) A Ags 4 25 wsojok st AMAYY Ed7t €9 SR o #5o ¥

8 ZAAZA Ashd F7te] Wshgo] Frhsta Jlokn @k of YujE?
7)) F7bt A Qo 48 WE & U

L) F7b7 Fvkeka vk 2@ UE 4 U

©) F77F S7ketn JeA 241 deA 23 & ik

o
f

9. ¥AEY o7t 1y, 1 F FALY Abold 49, IYY oFE FEE FHFoIF A
Ty > T } ]' —‘] | ]1_ 77'(7'2"“7'1)
) Hole —l*}Z}o-‘ﬂ Hole] goz EA}A]%_] F Aoy A3 22 Holvt e AXAAYL
.
L) 950 FAYonR #3FY ol
©) 4 Yol A& 2A He 2
Atolol] WtEA] EAjgi).

Ay el yolg TANE = it
W or,— 1, ¥0] 2779 FAAAYo] He ro] r# 1y

>-\_q

10, ¥ 3¥o] ABEuG F& Al 2L AST A A9 29 Yol A B9 B I+
oltk. o] g4l aFEE?
1) FAgFOIR A2 BRolrh L) FHA%0l 3 ok B2l

Z

©) %o} 712718 2E Fyelnh

L F 99 987] A57t 52& ¢ 4718 AFstn Fgo] Ak thg o= Ro] ¥
Al ZA7?

T1) A7 ¢ " ARPAA F AriAe 2L A7 oA

L) A719] 23 AFA F A7 Sk A oo SEfi

©) 4719 " AHAA FFE 22 ABd T ArIAE 2L £EE /S SEU0

2) ¥ A71AE oW ¢ 52 £x8 /S EYlov wisal e AN e E gl



332

o
o
-{o

12 QAEY d8o] A(P)el B ZEAT 2 A 29 fg Y] A9 Ao
£ nd nd 94893, r, > ot

) 2D RR Tj']"\‘:‘ 2 FEu e FAE ZE 459 Bu2A 2ANE 5 oy
2Y FEvid 388 2L RE Ze 97159 "o v gig

L) Y FEY FIE 47159 RYRA 2AE £ gigh dusid, 45L 2L wixge 2
A @

©) Y FE FAG 2L g8 2 MAEY Zo] rd U5y B AFs Y 3R

o F39 2A He WAF Aozt rF rp 9] Aleld] Yl ro] EAch

13. 3 flz)=e"9 g(z) =" g z—>00 Y o g = 39l
) f7h gRy W] AR L) g7t fRT W] AR
©) 23 4 gl 2) ZE AFEAY 22 HER f, ¢& AR

A7

1
14. lim (ze® —z)9 FaztL?

T— o

) co—oo7t EAEH omz EANA Gk ) 1 £y
L
©) ze o] zuth o #e AABZ ool 2) 0o $@ e

15 o HA dd] F, ARE FEn I o]f-E M AY uHE Solg

(1) flz)7} A7TAN Adold HAUgta Hages 737 d& f(z)=09 AE 2
2R3

(@ z=a% AAF BE 45 daf f(2) >0 55 f& z=adA HoRe A2 £
T Qg

(3) fa)=00]", f&= gojA] WITHE =}

rir

HoZ

@ 22 |~ 2| o4 £z)=lal2 Boh Bl £ ()=

G) 2a7lds7t A4 2¢ we A2 goz dEn gk ot 3% FhdAN AE
PRI 27t 93 €3, 3719 AR 2 o4 FHo® & ¢e] wEA g Rojtt



ishestolAl Ao, 34, B9 osix A4 333

(325) Ao A A= WA EF

g BAS 91 B

rir

)
L fe g9 fA3FolA g
) hi £ EAEEI.
©) he 79 Egdgolt

tlo

JEAY 2RA Q.
hel AT,
L) ki 9 23 ggroltt

2 2& E¢ 2t wlel ANAYS olgstel Fo @e 2E B4 AT okgel 34 Yol
g 7oA 90 o Hol2 Y B FAAT At NGRS BN 2ol ¥olE 2%
A5l

) 9= 2 3

2) A7 FEA g
D CE RR 3 Stk 03 114kl 2 ool theh B @
el Yozt fla) = n(r(z))?elZ, 1, 7y z3 -, z, oM AZW, G2 R g F& 2
Abgh2?

q, L) FEH B)EEZE A
BEAA 1lemdl 32 A2n

1) Ef(xi)mi E T4 1)~ fla)lz; C) Zf(xi)[zi+l —z;]
i1 = i=1

4. 942 (), (1), (i), (v)E 91 9=

&4 f7h 77 la, bloN ALold

b
) f Flo)dos fo) 2Tt 0% AW p=q, s=b2 SHHAY Holoh

b
i [ 1@ire sam i) [felics f@)9 a5
i [ ree 2 v = 5
) (M A4H.

L) O @ A9,
=) OF Gt 49,

) (v)et AH.
5 2% Zol WX g9 o] r ARYY t2AE AE 6,2 FAY n/ld FHEE AEY

zt 019’}' 0,11 Atole] HAF yHole A9=9i+1—953}‘a

(8, =0,& 2 002 47T, F

n-1
;rZAHOIE} A, = 2—12— A9 3H YAz Hol AE?

i=0

) A,

n

0238 doh} BE RABE J2EA SgeT,



2r
O lima, © [ 1R e s w5 g
0

n—o

6. ST SAA4T AAFS Ve UAP AYE r) A4S BT Yo Lzl
60

57} 84 ()2 2ol f (t)ldts Boe UehEt
0

) A 1R Y 298 Al L) 18 B ST BE Sk
©) 18 ol $4459 22do2 e 9A. 2) 919 o= A% ohirt.

744 oA geels, [ Wae= f@ein
VR4 wddz Y o) 49e ge
B 94 ()7 94012 I3eln, @7 £ BAGHOIY, O?
W gsld ) oW W 94eln oy W Sl
©) 94 ke =) A% o= Rl U 2 ¢ 32E AWk Aok
b
0. RE z€ o, blol Ul 7} Q%012 f@) <00, [ f(e)drr
g LR F M o) Aur deed an

) S5l

e

0, #4 £ a9zE 299 29 9@ = [ fOdon

1) g(0)=0, ¢'(0)=0, g(2)=0°th. ) g(0)=0, ¢'(0)=4, ¢'(2)=0°]ch
©) g(0)=1, g'(0)=0, ¢'(2) =19t =) g(0)=0, ¢'(0)=0, g'(2)=10]h

11. ofejo] 77t [a, b]olA A&F o2 Wate £ v()E B

2doln 93, A7 tAN YA
s(t)2 F1Ad. 1 A2 Tl T e o= o] deRe] FREEES

et 712
[ ) =s()
O—=— i—bb—_%— M ash b Aol FAE @ cof taf vlc)
) 1, I8 IIL u) Ig o) I3 0%

12. A8AHEE e B8 FE MEE?

1) 34 44 L) A, ©) 99 3 BF.
13 AEFe) AXY Holh WA Lol ro} FHEA Weka 1 ¥AB LolE A P4

r=g(t)z Wag, %=f(r)o1la;, t=03 t=1 Alolo] o] AAS| HA W3gL?



et A el 34, B9 odE Ha} 335

n{g(1))? g(1)
1) AAd= dA ot} L) AA= f(r)droltk
7(g(0))? g(0)
1
C) AA= f Flg()g’ (t)dtolet. =) oo B i},
0

14 9539 Hxo] uxEo] Zo] ro] Azt to wel Wath r(t) =In(t+2)ojd, & o
Aol t=03 t=1 AbolollA Aoju= MES Yol AAY WS YeEh)E]?

In3

1) AA=7(n3)?—n(In2)?ot}, L) AA= 27rdrolt}.,
In2
) AA= f o ln(HQ)dto a) oo 5 wr}
0 t+2

1
15 8929 Holsl o-¢ Awste @ e [ Vi-oldeoln 29 ¢k 28 Yo
—1
g, ) Hole?
7r_ . p . 7r—‘ 9 J '
) /00( sint)dto]t} L) fo( sin’t)dto|c}
—sin’t)dt o]}, — cost)d
©) fn( sin“t)dt o]t} ) fo( cost)dt o]k

16 T wald) el & ARNE PHT 1 o]4E AL B E Soje,
(1) BAY AEE 9% ()7 95012 v(0) = 1018} &9, Agje] A7 o4 EAY JAS
o & 9t}
@ flz )=; o3, Flz)x f9 9Nd%Foln F1)=101d F(—1)=30%
3 B59 F f+g9 INFFE £ ANTEG g8 ANFLY FolTh
<4> $ao F oo ANFSE F9 ANFL g8 ANV Fol
5) 2o nAY A& 2oz FAAL (MM 22 Yo7t Azemold, 2o A o=

i: Az.cmolt},

i=1

b
) 8% £ 72 la, blA %018, [ floldae Soid

@ ff dx:fg(:c Mz o, flx)=g(x)olth
®) fx)=g (z)od, flz )=g(:c)°l‘4
9 &5 f7F 77 [a, blolA] dALolw,

b
mlb—a) < / F(@)ds < M(b—a)9) T 4% msh Mo] ZAwT,



