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Abstract

It is a remarkable phenomenon that tattoos has been rapidly spreading among women of modemn years.
The extremism of feminine ornaments, and pricking and piercing of the skin seem to have deep
connection with women’s consciousness changing to being independent, active and aggressive.

The objective of this study is to analyze the potential quality of today’s women, who appears emblematically
through tattoo, and to search out the whole aspect and keynote of female tattoos. The methods of research
are by examining the general characteristics including concept and history, considering the type and
significance of ethnic female tattoos, and then comparing with the symbolism of today’s female tattoos.

The sphere is limited to women’s tattoos from ancient times to today’s modem life, examined from
large portions of Africa, Asia, Australasia, the Americas, and Arctic regions. As a result, the following
had been reflected in female tattoos in the past. First, incantation, tribe, adult age, adormnment, marital
status, domestic ability and sex distinction, where among others, the incantatory, ornamental symbol, and
domestic sign were representatives. Second, the most popular body parts for having a tattoo were around
the lips, hands and abdominal region. Third, the more harsh the environment becomes such as tropical
forests, isolated islands, and polar regions, the more number of females have tatoos. Fourth, women’s
tattoos were much less glamorous and smaller compared to those of men, distinguishing one’s sex.

On the other hand, today’s female tattoos can be classified as five symbols: masculinity, independence,
voluptuousness, affection, and purity. These symbols contain women’s mentality to pass the limit, and to
overcome social inferiority. In modem society, where women must compete with men, it has become necessary
for women to educe their potential masculine qualitics. Being violent accessories for them, tattoos became
a mark of such potential. Therefore, in the future, women’s interest and demand for tattoos are expected
to rise in proportion to the social demand of women’s force.
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