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ABSTRACT - A survey on consumer’s awareness and perception toward genetically-modified (GM) foods was
conducted on 2110 random samples of Korean consumers. More than 65% of the respondents were exposed to some
information related to GM foods. The respondents answered that the greatest benefit of the development of GM foods
is remedy of potential food shortages in the future. More than 90% of Korean consumers wanted GM foods to be
labeled as such. More than 50% of the respondents would not buy until they know more about GM foods. Only 35.8%
of Korean consumers were found to know that food items originating from plants contained genes. More consumers
responded that they would not buy herbicide-resistant GM soybean but buy vitamin-enriched GM soybean. Many
Korean consumers' decision of acceptance or rejection of GM foods depend not on the basis of biotechnology, but on
the basis of the degree of benefit to the consumers. Only 6.4% of Korean consumers responded that GM foods were
the greatest threat to the safety of Korean foods. The perception of Korean consumers on GM foods has not changed

significantly during the past 5 years.
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Fig. 1. Exposure to information related to GM foods.
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Fig. 2. Greatest benefit of the development GM foods.
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Fig. 3. Labeling of processed foods containing or consisting
of GM ingredients.
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Fig. 4. Willingness to purchase GM foods.
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USA 49 Monsanto®
Canada 42 "
Brazil 39 "
England 42 "
Germany 42 "
Finland 34 "
Japan 52 "
Korea 2000-2002 47.7 Kim et al.'¥
Korea 2007 53 This work
Average 45.1

(1 will) not buy GM foods until found out more

ALB) A9l olgralet E S B ofF wig
Fojx|z] kol A AEES AL ALE
A A
) tE APAME 23.5%7F FYAAE W B A
78} o fAlg AFE Yepido dF4RARsd
ZA9 v AP M E 22t 10.6%9F 11.6%0 AW
A, Fo] Aol 50% FEH YERIA B dAFE
B2 MonsantoAt] ZAM} o] AL Ao eyt
£3) d¥] zAMEFH} 98 2AMEHS wlg 2HEE
| Ak,
FAAAN 2 EH FAStS 2BREC] 27e $EHY
ohtS BN 71 AHRESe] A RAGIA A “3)
& %23} (open and honest; transparently)” ¥2F
Sl d EA(labeling)7t A $HE o) 7E ?'5}1]“& v}
2 01‘74 Agg sy B 4 Atk mEA A L
Sl #AGo] |A olsld = Slojof s Ei il

T F25AT BA UES o8 F e FHY 7]
Aol AEstAAE x|do] dFz7iolzty At

B Afe e FAEA @koy v=4 HZ Gallup
ZAP0) e AT} Ba ABe] ¥EFE f3A
AZEHE gt Do Bokew digtagolag et
A AEo] B AEL FARANZTAFo| HE gl
AE A gpcha sk 2HY 20079 # =
Al e o]} 72+ Wgo] MR ¥ 23] 1EE
At E)Eo] FHAAAZTAEY FUE v &
o2 718 Ao g et}

g FRAFo| ©]
R TR

D

Loor e

s

712HQ1 A3 Z2%} Xjrlof Tfi$t Q1A
B QERAL & 167 78 FoA 2E Bl e
Ug Fo A AET 7EANE Ev €3 tH'd
< Ase Fig 57 Zth “BE EfEY Fd=

A7F foy FAARzEE Ade |4 %D‘r”a}c
To] Dex] EeAd i AR “Evegal g
23 A7) 35.8%AL “BTh(26.1%)2L EA TiEd

50
433

o
o

w
o

273
- .1
53 u2

ny
(=]

Frequency (%)

-
o

Don't know

True False
12000 02001 2002 M2007

Fig. 5. Awareness of consumers for the statement that ordinary toma-
toes do not contain genes while genetically modified ones do.
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Fig. 6. Willingness to purchase herbicide-resistance soybean (A)
and vitamin-enriched soybean (B) developed by genetic modifi-
cation.
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Fig. 7. Greatest risk factor threatening the safety of Korean foods.
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