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A study on the correlation between oral health status and dental
prosthetic treatment

Jong-do Lee, Jeoung-sook kim
Dept. of Dental Technology, Daegu Health College

[Abstract]

The Status of oral health and dental prosthetic treatment in Daegu and Gyoung Buk area was examined. To
investigate the correlation between factors such as demographic and socioeconomic characteristics and status of oral
health and knowledge about oral preventive measures, a survey was performed. After analyzing the effects of
knowledge levels about dental prosthetic treatment on the oral health status and preventive measures, following
results were obtained. A Total of 625 people participated in the survey for three months from October 2007 to
January 2008. The responses from the survey were then analyzed to assess whether those with less knowledge of
preventive measures tended to have more dental prosthetic work.

Of those that took part in the survey:

« 30.2% were in their twenties

+ 56.2% were married

» 51.4% of respondents had at least a college degree

» 42.4% had monthly incomes below one million Won
« 24.3% were students

« 55.8% were from urban areas

After studying the relationship between oral health and various demographics, researchers concluded that
respondents’ sex, income, job and place of residence had no effect on the overall status of their oral health. However,
those that were divorcees or widows (1.95+/- 0.32), over the age of 70 (1.67+/-0.31), or had little education
(0.82+/-0.28), all demonstrated a statistically significant effect on their oral health with a significance level of
0.05.Cross analysis revealed a p-value of 0.000.

The correlation between knowledge of oral preventive measures and other factors was examined. No difference
was found between men and women but people who were divorced or lost their spouse, people over the age of 60,
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and people with no education, the results of knowledge of oral preventive measure was poor as 1.74 +0.44, 1.85+
0.40, 1.8540.44,and 1.60 0.47 separately. Cross analysis showed that p-value was 0.000 and correlation between
knowledge of oral preventive measures and those factors were statistically significant at significance level of 0.05.
The status of dental prosthetic treatment was investigated. WWomen, people with higher income, and married
people had more dental prosthetic treatment and it was related to education, income, residential area, and the status
of dental prosthetic treatment. The returns of those factors was 32.7%. Respondents®@ oral hygiene status and
knowledge of oral preventive measures was related to demographic or socioeconomic factors. Therefore, a preventive
program for oral health care needs to be developed in advanced countries. Knowledge of oral health is below the
international average and more research and effort needs to be put in to develop public knowledge of dental
prosthetic treatment. Government intervention such as enacting an oral health initiative or dental insurance that

covers prosthetic treatments is urgently needed.

Key word : dental prosthetic, oral health.
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