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Characterization of Tetracycline Resistance Plasmids of Staphylococcus aureus

Jung Hee Park, Jae Yoon Lee and Kyung Ho Moon™
College of Pharmacy, Kyungsung University, Busan 608-736, Korea

Abstract — Plasmids were isolated from 15 tetracycline (Tc) resistant S. aurens. Two small tetracycline resistance plas-
mids, pKH16 and pKH17, have been isolated from Staphylococcus aureus JY10 and Staphylococcus aureus JY22, respectively
and the complete nucleotide sequences of those plasmids have been determined. pKH16 consisted of 4,442 bp and showed
high identity to pKH6 (99% matching percentage) isolated in 1989 from S. aureus SA2. pKH17 consisted of 4,441 bp and
showed less identity to pKH6 (95% matching percentage) than pKH16. PCR analysis showed that fetK and fetM did not exist
in ten large plasmids isolated from ten Tc resistant S. aureus. Twelve Tc resistant S. aureus showed reistance both to Tc
and Mn and we might analogize that twelve Tc resistant S. aureus had tetM in their chromosome.
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Table I - Oligonucleotide primers used in this study
Primer Sequence (5-3) Start bp Amplicon (kb) Accession no.?
TetK-F CCTGGAATTACAAACTGGGT 462 1.08 U38428
TetK-R CCTCCTACAATTGCTATACC1518 1518
TetM-F GGAGCGATTACAGAATTAGG 96 1.78 M21136
TetM-R CGGGTCTGGCAAACAGGTT 1879

®GenBank Accession numbers (www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov).

of EAj o8l olF T35t W3 73S Bttt PCR 24

AE 4

AEZE

FAb 2 el 20053 TERE 2006 12€ Alojel]
THE 508 AT T T S el 15
FO) #FE Adalo) AT GUME ARE A% AZ
§F Zepanise] g2 7528 E. coli IM83(ara, Allac, proA,
B), vps, strA, thi, 680dlacZ M15(rk+, mk+)yS A&kt

Eia0ie ¥ Ea

Phagemid?! pBluescriptll KS*E 971449 A4 w2 AR
gom ofg) 71 AgEL, T4 DNA ligase, Z2hin|= 2
2 9% Wizard™ DNA purification systems2 Promega®l| A
T3l AREEIsIct. PCR HES-& 913t PCRMixE Al-glofA
T3t ARt

Plasmid #&|

Te WA w7l Z2kAv|= pKHI6S S. aureus JY100 5 5E],
pKHI17E S. aureus JY2225E] 711 59 upo] oJslo] £
a13len E. coli JM839] EekAin|= #2) alkaline lysis %
< AN

gz2Y ¥ Mgz

S, aureusEH-E Rel¥ ZYPAvn|=Eg 29 #WEQ
pBluescriptll KS*& Y3t Algtasrs A2 & A8l T4
DNA ligaseS AH8310] A% the E. coli M83°ll CaClyy™
°oF PAATANA @719 EF N Mt FV14E E3
< wlaEAe] o=lste] st

oMY Y
QIINLEE S o G742 2 ORF 242 NCBI)
BLASTZ o3} $851ich.?

MIC(Minimum Inhibitory Concentration) Z%&
Mnell Tt MICE AP ALY oz At

tetKS} tetM A28 E15F7]915H] Table Tofl 1hé Sl
oligonucleotide primerg =] 2]g]ste] FAJ33ict. PCR
W& H(100 uM forward primer 2 pl, 100 uM reverse primer
2w, PCRMix 4 pl, DNA template 1/, ddw 11 w)S th2-32
Zro] HRSAIATE 95°CollA 5 Bt A3k FHEE(94°Col
A 1, 55°CellM 1, 72°CeA 1S 308] HHES the 72°C
oA 5% Az2|etd vhs-S SAAFIIL 1% agarose Aol A7)
9E3t] PCR ¥hE AHE-& 18I

48 23

E2ian|=o| 7 IMERE W BY

15709} S. aureus 552 SbAv|= oilol Table Iof)
o} ek HY) A5 EEANEE AR A dskeH 570
o] @FANA A7} 2 Eekan|srt EelEn). o] FolA
3Nl #5271 73 gl pKH129] Z-%-& o]y cryptic S}
AnEg BuEYorZW S gurens JY102] pKH163 S.
aureus JY222) pKH178] 971X%& 2738k NCBI] BLAST
T2 73S o3l BTt 1L AT 4,442 bpSl pKH16%
4,441bp®] pKH172 Tc WS wi7lislhe SetAm|EE 2RI
Row zpzy Eefan]=o] 1714 9-& NCBIS| GenBankel
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Table II - Plasmids of various S. aureus

Plasmid S. aqureus strain

Lp? JY2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, 18, 22, 24, 38
pKH12 JY8, 25, 43

pKH16 Y10

pKH17 JY22

none JY20, 21, 39

“Large plasmid.
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pKHI6 1801 AACGACTTATTAAAAATAAGTCTAGTGTGTTATTAGACTTAAACTATTAA 1853

PR e ey
[XRE] KRR REEER R A R R R R AR ]

pKHE 1801 AACGACTTATTAAAAATAAGTCTAGTGTGTTA---GACTTAAACTATTAA 1850

Fig. 1 - Comparative view of the nucleotide sequence of pKH16 and
pKH6.

pl181 361 TFAERVNKLTEDEPKLNGLAGNLDKKMNPELYSEQEQQQEQOKNQKRDRGMHL 413

pKH1 TFAERVNKLTEDEPKLNGLAGNLDKKMNPEL YSEQEQQQEQQKNQKRDRGMHL
pKHE TFAERVNKLTEDEPKLNGLAGNLDKKMNPEL YSEQEQQQEQQKNQKRDRGMHL
. pKH16 TFAERVNKLTEDEPKLNGLAGNLDKKMNPELYSEQEQQQEQQKNQKRDRGMHL

pKHL7 TFAERVNKLTEDEPKINGLAVHLDKKNESRI TFRTGTATRTTKESKTR 408

Fig. 2 — Comparative view of the Pre protein of Tc resistant
plasmids.

Table III - MICs of minocycline of various S. aureus strains

Strain MIC (ug/mj)
JY2, JY10, JY22 <0.5
JY8, JY21, JY25, JY43 8

JY3, JY4, JY13, JY18, JY20, JY24, JY38, JY39 16
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E-732 RepCs} Tet 20} opn| Al M E2 100% FU3}
ROt Pre GBAL) 9ol 381 WA ofu|nARLE AYxjo]
£ B3thHFig. 2).

PCR B4

ol F=rollx] B2ld S. aurens SA8S} 7% pKHee) W
9 Pl F7)7F 2 pKHIS: 71 Q1902 2101D Taple 1T
o & EAnEES o2 4 oligonucleotideE ©)-&-3)
PCR B2 2 K FAAE A3 on ofed] M A1)
EA ARE AT 7 A S, aurens SASNA T tetKe)
AR O] FhEolR ot v Eepan|EolM e tetKS} tetM
9] WhgARES] A%lTh

Mn0l| chk MIC

Mnef] i3t MIC o] Table Il vks} Qich. 3702) oA
0.5 ug/mil PIRte g Yebgon vhR] 1271 d5olds 8 pg/ml
oo et}

nl &
Te W3 ¥FE°) 71 Qi= 2R Zgkan= 2709 d7)A
& A8t B4% 43 o] ZehAn|=E2 pTisl ¢ pKH6

Vol. 52, No. 4, 2008

AGYS &g = Ut 1 oA pKH16S @A) 3702 4
717F AklE Fez 71Ee SEan|=sn & st gldlovt
(Fig. 1) pKH179] Z$-ole 1A 271 2 Zol7 S92
L e A9 Akl vl et} gy Y1 X\go) waE i)
o]9} 7+e we xjolo| & B3l RepCe Tet T Q] o)
AR EE 100% FUE o Pre @iEle] Z-9oll= 381 A
ol] AN E] A Exjo)E BITHFig. 2). gh=ollA FAdel &
¥ pKH16Y} pKH172] g ¥4 A7 pT181 ALS] 2k~
o) =7} el fEA R HolHA Y-S ERIE F SIith

2ol pKH6 £loll pKH1E HAE =10 o] Zehain
T= pKH69) 4,011 bp Z70] 1S431mecell 21304 e e
Fok 2 Aol AREE 15719 Te U 5 FollA 10749 «
FEo] 77t & EAvEE /A JAC T E (Table 1) ©]
ZAn=Eo] K tetM FRAANE 7R 3L QUEA] Lot
3t o) FAAES] FVIMEE FIE primerE st
PCRE Fadtod HESARE A o7& ERlEgich. 1 23 10
el ZATE BFA KU feM A EgANE S &
A3 = At

Aol WAL M AR Tegk Mn W3S B5F o)
MR Ao oA glomz e oj% A ojR2
3RI517) Y5kl Mnell thet MIC 32 Asior 1 43 12
78] #3ollA MIC 7o) 8 ug/ml 01422 VERSTH Table II).
A Warsal® 52 oprjo} o8] Ugzlell 215702) Staphylococcus
aureusE F-oPirol Mnell thst MIC 43} tetM 57021 A
& AVl =T MIC 3 1.56 ug/ml o123 d5=olM tetM
AxE Folstgl o =0 2RE BofH 5719 de BT
tetM AR 7EA I QS B st webA MIC @] 8
pg/ml o3 12709 75 Mn WWE 7 tetME 711 Q)

oPgel AT AuEHE BN TR T UES 94
AN teth& 73 o] Tesh Mool B5 9 vehis 2
F7h O ST 8-S HRT S ARoH FA9 2
o4 pTI8L AR Fekro) =g AT Y-S FAT 4+ 3
v 2 ol shelA e 1Y WakE 2 4 3

a4 =

Te WS vehdls 15709 S, awrensS} Z2tv| =5 Felst
o] FolA A77) F2 FepAv| = pKH16(4,442 bp)
pKH17(4,441bp)S] A71-4S A3t & o pT18l 4
pKH6 Al¥el Zetam|ER FRlEem pKHI16S 3 &2 &
717} Al e, sbdel pKH17 o8] Zolr 4718 X%
AR 2 Ao vehd, E57ell E 7j9] ofnlieate] A



282 s3]

O - A%

¥l Pre @S 73 3Iith. PCR WE o1§si] 2717 2
10702 Zefrm| ol ks tetMS ZAIE] 2 23 F 54
A7} RE QA kS-S BRIEIITH Mn WAL Bels 2
# 12709] F57F Mn e dERY Tl RalE T v
S. aureus®] 80%°N FHAAN EAShe tetM FAA N I T
S} Mn®] xS S53 B 4 g9l

Aol i

o] =& 20084 ZIHEL S| A ge] 2jsio] o
TEIE.

EOEH

1) Trzcinski, K., Cooper, B. S., Hryniewicz, W. and Dowson, C. G. :
Expression of resistance to tetracyclines in strains of
methicillin-resistant  Staphylococcus aureus. J. Antimicrob.
Chemother. 45, 763 (2000).

2) Han, L. L., McDougal, L. K., Gorwitz, R. J., Mayer, K. H.,
Patel, J. B,, Sennott, J. M. and Fontana, J. L. : High frequencies
of clindamycin and tetracycline resistance in methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus pulsed-field type USA300
isolates collected at Boston Ambulatory Health Center. J, Clin.
Microb. 45, 1350 (2007).

3) Lyon, B. R. and Skurray. R. : Antimicrobial resistance of
Staphylococcus aureus: Genetic Basis. Microbiological Reviews
51, 88 (1987).

4) MoJjumdar, M. and Khan, S. : Characterization of the
tetracycline resistance gene of plasmid pT181 of Staphylococcus
aureus. J. Bacteriol. 170, 5522 (1988).

5) Warsa, U. C., Nonoyama, M., Ida, T., Pkamoto, R., Okubo, T,
Shimauchi, C., Kuga, A. and Inoue, M. : Detection of tet(K)
and tet(M) in Staphylococcus aureus of asian countries by the
Polymerase Chain Reaction. J. Antibiotics 49, 1127 (1996).

6) Khan, S. A, and Novick, R. B : Complete nucleotide sequence
of pT181, a tetracycline-resistance plasmid from Staphylococcus
aureus. Plasmid 10, 251 (1983).

7) Kono, M., Sasatsu, M. and Hamashima, H. : Transformation of
Bacillus subtilis with staphylococcal plasmid DNA. Microbiol.
Leit. 5, 55 (1978).

8) Gillespie, M. T,, May, J. W. and Skurray, R. A. : Antibiotic

resistance in Staphylococcus aureus isolated at an Australian
hospital between 1946 and 1981. J. Med. Microbiol. 19, 137
(1985). '

9) Lee, D. W, Yoon, S. ], Kim, W G, Shin, C. K, Im,
S. H, Lee, B. R. and Moon, K. H. : &A thAlUAd
Staphylococcus aureus SA2ZR-E] H2ig HEZAIEH WY
ZyAns pKHEY WNE. Kor J. Appl.  Microbiol.
Biotechnol. 24, 423 (1996).

10) Kim, W. G., Yoon, S. J., Kim, J. M,, Shin, C. K,, Im, S. H. and
Moon, K. H. : Association of fet gene with partial sequence of
1943Imec in tetracycline resistance plasmid pKHI1. Arch.
Pharm. Res. 19, 171 (1996).

11) Kim, W. G., Shin, C. K. and Moon, K. H. : Relationship
between two tetracycline resistance plasmids of Staphylococcus
aureus in Korea. J. Microbiol. Biotechnol. 6, 292 (1996).

12) Nesin, M., Svec, B, Lupski, J. R,, Godson, G. N., Kreiswirth,
B., Kornblum, J. and Projan, S. J. : Cloning and nucleotide
sequences of a chromosomally encoded tetracycline resistance
determinant, fetA(M), from a pathogenic, methicillin-resistant
strains of Staphylococcus aureus. Antimocrob. Agents Chemother.
34, 2273 (1990).

13) Lee, J. Y., Park, J. H. and Moon, K. H. : Antibiotic resistance
in Staphylococcus awreus isolated in Busan. Yakhak Hoeji 51,
164 (2007).

14) Lee, 1. Y, Park, J. H. and Moon, K. H. : Characterization of
antibiotic resistance plasmids of Staphylococcus aureus by
complete nucleotide sequence determination. Yakhak Hoeji
52, 147 (2008).

15) 259, 218, £4% XA HEZRlE™ ]
A& vehls Z2kk vz 4. oFEks]A 36, 255 (1992).

16) Maniatis, T, Fritsch, E. E and Sambroock, J. : Molecular
cloning, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (1982).

17) Altschul, S. E, Gish, W, Miller, W, Myers, E. W. and Lipman,
D. J. : Basic local alignment search tool. /. Mol. Biol. 215, 403
(1990).

18) 7, #7435 XA 84 W R oFEEIA]
34, 122 (1990).

19) Warsa, U. C., Nonoyama, M., Ida, T.,, Okamoto, R., Okubo, T.,
Shimauchi, C., Kuga, A. and Inoue, M. : Detection of #f(K) and
tet(M) in Staphylococcus awreus of Asian countries by the
Polymerase Chain Reaction. /. Antibiotics 49, 1127 (1996).

J. Pharm. Soc. Korea



