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Korean Wang-ta: Characteristics and Prevention Program

Keumjoo Kwak

Department of Psychology, Seoul National University

When observing the subjects and seriousness of Korea's Wang-ta, it is urgent that we know the
characteristics of Wang-ta and its conditions. In this study, we investigated the definition of Wang-ta,
which partly differs from bullying. Also, the phenomenal characteristics of collectivism, the victimization of
an individual once stigmatized in the Wang-ta process, the generalization of the Wang-ta process where
bullies extend their territory into general students were examined. Moreover, external environment such as
Korea's school environment, negative house environment, and collective culture were examined. The three
general structures in researching Korea's Wang-ta were presented. The first structure consists of a bully,
victim, and a bully-victim. The second structure focuses on the certain groups, which consists of
followers, outsider, and the defender. The last structure deals with the psychological characteristics of the
participant roles, which are the bully, reinforcer, assistant, defender, victim, and outsider. Wang-ta

prevention programs, which reflects the characteristics of Wang-ta, are presented. Implications on future

Wang-ta prevention programs are discussed.

Key words : Wang-ta, participant roles, prevention program, bullying, school violence
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