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Academic Interests of Korean Students:

Description, Diagnosis, & Prescription

Sung-il Kim Misun Yoon Yeon-hee So

Korea University Jeonju University Kyungnam University

Although academic interest, the intersection of cognition, emotion, and motivation, is a primary goal of
learning and mediates the effects of learning, the present learning environment is full of impeding factors
which undermine learner's interests in learning situation. The purpose of this study is to examine current
state of academic interests of Korean students and to identify several potential causes of developmental
declines in academic interests. It has been consistently found that academic interests in various school
subjects decrease with age and grade in school. Three potentially contributing factors to the observed loss
of academic interests are mainly discussed: deprived autonomy, severe competition, and normative
evaluation. Based on theories on interest and motivation, and empirical findings, various prescriptions are

also suggested for designing an interest-based learning environment in order to trigger and enhance

learner's academic interests.

Key words : academic interests, individual interest, situational interest, intrinsic motivation, autonomy, learning

environment, competition, feedback, normative evaluation, interest-based learning
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