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ABSTRACT

other techniques were developed,

anesthetics, But it was abandoned for

its several

Revisited Straight Line Technique for Unilateral Cleft Lip

Byoung—Moo Seo

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, School of Dentistry, Seoul National
University, Dental Research Institute, Biotooth Engineering Lab
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The variations of cleft lip deformities imposed the difficulty to the surgical correction
for them, Straight line technique for cleft lip surgery has been ignored quite long since
Initially the straight line technique was introduced and
widely accepted because it is simple and easy to perform during the period of no adequate
shortcomings such as tighten lip,
vermilion notching, anatomical distortion, and wound contractures, Recently, some groups
advocated the usefulness of straight line technique which has a significant modification
from its original form, Additionally the variable degree of cleft lip deformity allows simple
straight line closure for those patients, Here a case of simple straight line technique was
presented and discussed for its reliability and plausible results as well,
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Figure 1. Anatomical landmarks showed minimal distortion and sufficient soft
tissue without vertical shortage. A: Preoperative facial photograph. B:
Anatomical landmarks and surgical design. Vertical length of the philtral
ridges are almost identical with minimal length discrepancy.
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Figure 2. Intraoperative photos.

A: Preop clinical photo showed vermilion incomplete cleft which run along with the
slightly distorted philtral ridge of right affected side. B: In worm's view the size of
both nostrils were nearly identical with minimal displacement. C: Surgical design of the
case. D: Completely dissected the cleft lip which showed no vertical length deficiency
in the cleft side. The arrows showed the dissected orbicularis oris muscle in the freshly incised
cleft lip. E: Completed lip closure reveal its straight line just lateral to the remaining
philtral ridge of lip. F: Lateral view of the finished lip surgery.
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