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<Abstract>

Using the 1999 National Survey of America’s Families{NSAF), this study investigated the factors that affect child
care expenses and examined financial and social support of single mother families in the U. S. In this study, 4,676
single mother families with children aged twelve and under are included for the analytical sample. About half of all
single mother families with children under age 12 had some amount of child care expenses in 1999. Monthly child
care expenses for those who had child care expenses was an average of $255 and it accounted for about 15 percent
of their family earnings. The profile of financial and social support showed that about one-quarter of single mothers
received financial support for child care, one-fifth received free child care by relatives and about 40 percent received
child support payments from nonresident fathers. Tobit analysis results showed that the significant factors that
affected child care expenses were mother’s age, marital status, educational level, employment status, the numbers of
children aged 0-5, family income, the receipt of public assistance and financial support for child care.

ZHo{(Key Words): H 2.7} Al(single mother families), #}-14 1.-8-H]-84child care expenses), A 4 ] Y(financial
support), A+3] & ] f(social support)
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