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Analysis of Policies in Activating the Infectious Disease Specialist Network
(IDSN) for Bioterrorism Events

Yang Soo Kim
Division of Infectious Diseases, Asan Medical Center, University of Ulsan College of Medicine

Bioterrorism events have worldwide impacts, not only in intentional release of biologic agents. Infectious disease
terms of security and public health policy, but also in other physicians, clinical microbiologists, and infection control
related sectors. Many countries, including Korea, have set professionals play critical and complementary roles in these
up new administrative and coperational structures and networks. Infectious disease specialists should develop
adapted their preparedness and response plans in order to practical and realistic response plans for their institutions in
deal with new kinds of threats. Korea has dual surveillance partnership with local and state health departments, in
systems for the early detection of bioterrorism. The first is preparation for a real or suspected bioterrorism attack.
syndromic surveillance that typically monitors non-specific
clinical information that may indicate possible bioterrorism- J Prev Med Public Health 2008;41(4):214-218
associated diseases before specific diagnoses are made. R
The other is infectious disease specialist network that Key words : Bioterrorism, Surveillance, Network
diagnoses and responds to specific ilinesses caused by
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Bioterrorism: dual surveillance systems

|

Emergency syndromic

surveillance systems

Enhanced emergency
syndromic surveillance
systems

Infectious disease

specialist network

Figure 1. Dual surveillance systems for bioterrorism in Korea.
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Request Guide and direct
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Epidemiological
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preventive
measures

Figure 2. A flow chart for reporting and sharing of patient profiles.

Table 1. Role of infectious disease specialist surveillance network for bioerrorism

Related organizations Duties
Expert groups
Infectious disease specialist Case report
Take specimens, request testing if necessary
Consultation board Consultations regarding each case
Public health centers Take specimens, request testing if necessary
Epidemiological studies of mass diarthea patients
Preventive measures
City - Province
Public health dept. (senitation, sanitation policy) Epidemiological studies of cases suspected of bioterrorism
Preventive measures
Public health and environment research center Execute laboratory diagnosis
KCDC Preventive measures
Epidemiological studies of cases suspected of bioterrorism
Data collection, analysis, and sharing
Execute laboratory diagnosis
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