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A SURVEY OF DENTAL TREATMENT UNDER GENERAL ANESTHESIA

Seung-Hyo Bak, Nan-Young Lee, Sang-Ho Lee
Department of Pediatric Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Chosun University

This study describes the characteristics of patient receiving comprehensive dental treatment under
general anesthesia at the pediatric dentistry of Chosun University dental hospital in Gwangju, be-
tween August 2004 and March 2008.

The conclusion runs as follows :

1. Most patients(64.8%) were young (under 10 years of age) and mean age was 8.6 years.

2. The primary reason(31.1%) why they chose general anesthesia was lack of child s cooperation
(normal but unmanageable). Following in order are mental retardation, Autism and cerebral
palsy etc.

3. Resin restorations were performed most frequently(87.8%) followed by pulp treatment, pre-
formed crown, extraction and sealant.

4. It takes 3 hours 10 minutes for general anesthesia on the average. The mean treatment time
under general anesthesia was 2 hours 52 minutes.

5. 29 children(39.7%) visited again after general anesthesia for recall check.
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Fig. 1. Age distrubution.
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Fig. 2. Patients gender.
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Fig. 3. Preoperative physical condition.
Table 1. Primary reason for general anesthesia
Primary reason No. of Cases %
Normal but unmanageable 23 31.1
Mental retardation 22 29.7
Autism 14 18.9
Cerebral palsy 6 8.1
Seizure 4 54
Gag reflex 4 54
The others 1 1.4
Total 4
Table 2. Performed dental procedure
Procedure No. of Cases %
Resin restoration 65 87.8
Pulp treatment 45 60.8
Preformed crown 40 54.1
Amalgam restoration 31 41.9
Extraction 29 39.2
Sealant 28 37.8
GI restoration 5 6.8
Space maintainer 5 6.8
Surgical extraction 5 6.8
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Table 3. Duration of procedure

Time Mean time Range

Dental procedure 2h 52min 1h 15min~6h

Anesthesia 3h 10min 1h 45min~6h 30min
Fig. 4. Hospitalization period. Fig. 5. Visiting route.

44.0% 9 (Fig. 5).
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