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<Abstract>

This study examined how preschool children’s age and mothers” modes of verbal control affect children’s lying. A sample
of 108 preschool children aged from 3 to 6 participated in a lying experiment. Their mothers answered questionnaires regar-
ding the mothers” modes of verbal control. Preschool children’s lying was measured by the Guessing Game Experiment deve-
loped by Talwar and Lee(2002). Mothers’ modes of verbal control were measured by Jung's(2005) scale for preschool children.
To analyze the data, crosstabs and logistic regression analyses were conducted. The results of the experiment showed that three-
year-old children are able to lie intentionally. The older preschool children lied more than the younger ones. Mothers’ impe-
rative and personal modes of verbal control were positively related to preschool children’s lying. The most significant varia-
ble on preschool children’s lying was mother’s imperative modes of verbal control, followed by personal modes of verbal cont-
rol, which emphasizes the crucial influence of parenting on preschool children’s lying.
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