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How Do the Journalists Perceive the Civic Journalism?

Hung—Kyu Kim
Professor
(Dept. of Journalism & Mass Communication Division,

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

On—Jung Hwang
Doctoral Candidate
(Dept. of Journalism & Mass Communication Division,

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

Nowadays, newspaper industry faces a crisis in terms of two aspects: First,
in this multi-channel era, it has competed with the online journalism appear-
ing in many digital media. Second, with the decrease of numbers of readers
and political participation, the roles of newspaper has to be changed
accordingly. The concept of civic journalism emerged as a solution in this
context. The purpose of the study is to explore the factors in how journalists
perceive the civic journalism. The Q-methodology was adapted to identify
the factors composing of the belief, values, attitudes, ideas, and opinions
toward the civic journalism. Total of 24 Q-sample (statements) were sorted
by 27 P-sample (journalists) who were selected by their gender, years of
service, and the like. The Quanl program finally produced 3 factors that
were interpreted and named as follows: Factor I, the Complimentary
Journalism, the civic journalism would fulfill the functions that traditional
journalism has neglected. Factor II, the Alternative Journalism inducing the
citizen’s participation in the public areas. Factor III, the Functional
Journalism, emphasizing dysfunction of the civic journalism.

Key words: civic journalism, Q-methodology, subjectivity study
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