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Shin, Kyung Rim'- Hwang, Ji Won? - Shin, Su Jin®

1Professor, College of Nursing Science, Ewha Womans University,
2General Manager, Department of Nursing Service, Samsung Medical Center,
3Full-time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Soon Chun Hyang University

Purpose: The present study was designed to understand the conceptual definition and attributes of the clinical critical
thinking ability(CCTA) in nursing and to grasp the characteristics of clinical critical thinking abilities. Methods: The
data were analyzed using the Hybrid model of Schwartz-Barcott and Kim(2000). Results: Having the skills and dis-
positions to think critically, CCTA refers to something that implies the cognizant ability to interpret contextual mean-
ings, analyze the relationships between materials or circumstances, draw out the best conclusions, predict things
using relevant information and evaluate the reliability of information and the strength of inference on the one hand
and the emphatic disposition to be curious, open-minded, intellectually integral, systematic and creative and to reflect
on things in contextual terms on the other. Conclusion: CCTA is characterized by clinical circumstances, such as
guessing the reasons for facts, predicting things, connecting theory to practice and approaching individual situation
in total terms as well as by the Korean circumstances, such as taking another person's perspective. Hence, this
study proposes developing the tools to measure the clinical critical thinking ability and the strategies to improve

the clinical critical thinking ability and seeking to verify their validity, on the basis of the findings.
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Table 1. The dimensions, attributes, and indicators of critical thinking ability in the field phase

Dimensions Attributes Indicators
Skills Interpreting the contextual meanings of ¢ Grasping meanings(understanding the essence of contents)
given data * Distinguishing between normal and abnormal
Analyzing the relationships between * Connecting necessary materials contextually
materials or circumstances in total or + Determining priorities
partial point of view
Drawing out the best conclusions or * Guessing the reasons for facts
relevant information from given * Predicting upcoming situation
prepositions * Connecting theory to practice
* Searching for the evidence
Evaluating the reliability(truthfulness) * Evaluating contextual appropriateness(of problematic con-
and logical strength of information sciousness)
* Evaluating the logical strength of inference
Disposition Inquisitive * Asking "why" to find possibilities and alternatives
Open-minded * Seeking diversity and recognizing deficiency
* Being interested in variety and admitting various points
of view as they are
* Taking another person's perspective
In intellectual integrity * Seeking truth through complete and honest processes
* Trying to adjust conflicting opinions to each other
* Cyclically making an effort to connect theory to practice
* Patiently trying to explore facts or reasonable reasons in
search of truth
Systematic * Coding(Aligning independently)
Creative * Creating ideas
* Contriving alternatives
In contextual perspective * Considering all circumstances on the basis of every in-
formation
* Approaching things in total terms from situation to sit-
uation
Reflective * Pondering over assumption and thinking
* Questioning the information believed to be reasonable
* Controlling feelings
* Reflecting on behaviors and feelings
=95 AAsk= Aol gtk Y EAEQ. EAPL AL ofLI] MR HE FMIt X}
X £ FEolME H571S Ao 2o = F W0 Yol ME 971 LS StHM FH] dryot
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