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Uncertainty and Nursing Need According to lliness Phases in Cancer Patients

Lee, Mi Sun'- Kim, Hee-Ju? Suh, Soon Rim®

"Graduate Student, College of Nursing, Kyungpook National University,
2Full-time Instructor, Department of Nursing, University of Ulsan, ®Professor, College of Nursing, Kyungpook National University

Purposes: This study examined uncertainty and nursing need according to illness phases(phase |, II, Ill) in cancer
patients, and investigated relationships between uncertainty and nursing need. Methods: A cross-sectional
descriptive study was conducted with a sample of 121 adult cancer patients treated in two hospitals. Results: As
for the total score, the uncertainty was not significantly different across the subgroups by illness phase. As for
the subscale score, however, two sub-scales of the uncertainty were different across the subgroups. 'The
unpredictability’ was highest in illness phase | and Il groups, while 'the lack of information' was highest in the illness
phase Il group. Nursing need as the total score was not significantly different across the subgroups by illness
phase. However, all subscale scores of the nursing need were significantly different across the subgroups.
Educational need was highest in the illness phase | group; physical and emotional needs were highest in the illness
phase Il group. Uncertainty and nursing need were not related to each other at any illness phase. Conclusion:
The results suggest that nursing need and uncertainty may change across illness phases. Clinicians need to
consider this pattern in caring for cancer patients.

Key Words : Cancer, Nursing, Uncertainty
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Table 1. Demographical/clinical characteristics of the sample and Homogeneity tests for demographic/clinical characteristics

across the illness phase subgroups (N=121)
Characteristics Number(%) in the Homogencity test
total sample Phase 1 Phase 11 Phase 11 ¥ p
Gender
Male 75(62.0) 27(54.0) 26(61.9) 22(75.9) 3.72 .16
Female 46(38.0) 23(46.0) 16(38.1) 7(24.1)
Age
< 40 15(12.4) 6(12.0) 6(14.3) 3(10.3) 6.06 42
41-50 34(28.1) 16(32.0) 12(28.6) 6(20.7)
51-60 35(28.9) 18(36.0) 9(21.4) 8(27.6)
61 < 37(30.6) 10(20.0) 15(35.7) 12(41.4)
Education
< Elementary 27(22.3) 9(18.0) 10(23.8) 8(27.6) 7.40 29
Junior high 33(27.3) 18(36.0) 10(23.8) 5(17.2)
High 39(32.2) 18(36.0) 13(31.0) 8(27.6)
College < 22(18.2) 5(10.0) 9(21.4) 8(27.6)
Marital status
Not married 11( 9.1) 5(10.0) 5(11.9) 1( 34) 1.66 .80
Married 85(70.2) 35(70.0) 28(66.7) 22(75.9)
Others 25(20.7) 10(20.0) 9(21.4) 6(20.7)
Religion
Yes 64(52.9) 27(54.0) 19(45.2) 18(62.1) 1.99 40
No 57(47.1) 23(46.0) 23(54.8) 11(37.9)
Job
Public officer/salary man 28(23.1) 10(20.0) 11(26.2) 7(24.1) 1.37 .85
Business 39(32.2) 15(30.0) 15(35.7) 9(31.0)
Others 54(44.7) 25(50.0) 16(38.1) 13(44.8)
Monthly income(10000 won)
< 100 46(38.0) 17(34.0) 21(50.0) 8(27.6) 5.50 24
101-200 39(32.2) 19(38.0) 11(26.3) 9(31.0)
201 < 36(29.8) 14(28.0) 10(23.8) 12(41.4)
Cancer type
Gastric 34(28.1) 16(32.0) 15(35.7) 3(10.3) 12.04 15
Liver/biliary/pancreas 35(28.9) 10(20.0) 11(26.2) 14(48.3)
Colorectal 26(21.5) 12(24.0) 9(21.4) 5(17.2)
Female 12( 9.9) 6(12.0) 4( 9.5) 2( 6.9)
Others 14(11.6) 6(12.0) 3(7.1) 5(17.2)
Illness phases
50(41.3)
42(34.7)
29(24.0)
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Table 2. Level of uncertainty according to illness phases (N=121)
Phase 1 Phase 11 Phase III
Subscale F p
M=+SD M=+SD M=+SD
Ambiguity 2.88+.47 3.00+.45 3.01+.44 95 388
Unpredictability 2.76+.48 2.77+.44 2.14+.42 21.21 .001
Lack of Information 2.98+.36 3.10£.37 3.20+.47 3.14 .047
Incomplete diagnosis 2.58+.39 2.66+.43 2.45+.42 2.26 .109
Lack of communication 2.03+.61 1.98+.60 2.23+.60 1.59 207
Vogue explanation 2.11+£.36 2.18+.35 2.17+.48 48 .622
Total 2.59+.29 2.66+.28 2.57+.26 1.00 372
Table 3. Nursing needs according to illness phases (N=121)
Phase 1 Phase II Phase III
Subscales F p
M=+SD M=+SD M=+SD
Educational need 3.00+.41 2.90+.40 2.72+.31 4.67 011
Physical need 3.09+.33 3.18+.38 3.29+.23 3.56 .031
Emotional need 2.92+.38 2.87+.32 3.42+.32 25.18 .001
Total 3.00+.31 2.97+.30 3.11+.14 2.39 .095




AU eS| A A 20 E, A1 Z, 2008

gk Zpol7t Q= ASRE Yehyith ws Q(F=4.67,
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60.83(HA 4> 55.962] 1007 EAFE)(Yu, 2004), 5=
Table 4. Relationships between uncertainty and nursing needs (N=121)
Nursing needs
Illness phases
Phase 1 Phase 11 Phase 111
Phase 1 -.241(p=.091)
Uncertainty Phase II 223(p=.155)
Phase 111 .344(p=.067)
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