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A Study on the Academic Dropout of College Students
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Abstract

This study analyzed the status and causes for the dropouts of college based on the survey conducted
among 14,210 freshmen attending D College, other than the supernumerary special selection, from 2001
through 2005. A significant difference was shown in all items of general characteristics. The dropout rate
of women, generally selected and general highschool graduated were higher than for men, specially selected
and special high school graduated, respectively. The most dropouts were due to Not Return (40.16%6),
followed by Unenrolled (32.98%), Voluntary Leave (2605%) and Expelled (0.81%) in order. In the
distribution of the central tendency values measured from the entire subjects, the high school records and
the days of absence showed a positive skewness, while the college records showed a negative skewness
with the data mostly around a higher grade. The standard deviation indicating that the dropouts got the
scores higher than those of the continuing students demonstrated that there was relatively insignificant
difference in scores between two groups. It was demonstrated that both the high school records and the
days of absence affected the dropout. The lower the high school records were, and the more the days of
absence were, the more influence both items had on the dropout. The influence degree of each item was
similar. Lower the scores were in terms other than the first term in the freshmen year, the more influence
it had on the dropout. The most dropouts were influenced by the scores of the freshmen year, followed by
the credits of the second term, the scores of the first term, the scores of the second term, and the credits
of the first term in the freshmen year. Among the general characteristic items, the most dropouts were
influenced by the course of study, followed by the gender. The effect of other items was insignificant.
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