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Undergraduate Students’ Perceptions and Mental Models

of the Environment

Cheol Cheong

(Department of Environmental Education, Daegu University)

ABSTRACT

This study investigated undergraduate students’ perceptions and mental models of the
environment. A total of 192 students were sampled from a university of Gyoungbuk area. The
environmental task was administrated to students drew a picture of an environment and ex-—
plained their drawing. The results are as follows: First, a majority of undergraduate students
perceived an environment from a comfortable environment. Second, five mental models emer—
ged from a content analysis of students’ responses about environmental drawing. Third, the
dominant model was mental model 4, the environment as a place where animals, plants, and
humans live. This means that the majority of students perceived a ‘relation’ rather than ‘ob-
jects’ views of the environment. Therefore, undergraduate students’ conceptualizations about
environment depends on a view or mental models of the environment which places humans in
a sustaining relationship with the environment and its natural resources. The implications of

these findings for environmental education are discussed.
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