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<Abstract>

An Analysis of Korean Monophthongs Produced by Korean
Native Speakers and Adult Learners of Korean

Jeongah Kim, Dahee Kim, Seok-Chae Rhee

This paper attempts to analyze the characteristics of Korean vowel production by 12
Korean native speakers and 36 adult learners. The analyses have been performed with
investigations of F1 and F2 values. Results showed that there’s no significant difference
between /dl/ and /H/ and between /1/ and /[7/ in Korean native speakers’
pronunciations. The distinguishing tendencies found in the analyses of foreign learners’
pronunciations are fronting and lowering of /-L/ by English speakers, backing and
heightening of /-1/ by Japanese speakers and backing and lowering of /}/ by Chinese
speakers. For the limitations of this paper, it has a meaning of a preliminary study and
could be developed into further research to show the order of acquisition and L1

transference.

* Keywords: Korean as a foreign language, Vowels, Formant.
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<E o> o JY A9 o] GE L Fl, F2, F2-F1 < AAS Ao
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Fdold G A HA Fold oA} A Ho
2< | Fl (Hz) | F2 (Hz) |F2-F1(Hz)| F1 (Hz) | F2 (Hz) (F2-F1(Hz)
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H& 3| kkmiFl — enmFl 3.54] 001* kfiFl — enfdFi 244  .018%
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AdEAH FA A H dEold oz} 82 HiF
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& 1| krmFF1 — jpm FFI 0.73 470 kf}F1 — jpf}Fl 0.16 877
g 2| kkm}tF2 — jpm}F2 3.32 002*| laf FF2 — jpf FF2 2,11 .039*
% 3| km1Fl — jpmdFl 4.85 000*| krfdF1 — jpf1Fl 2.95|  .005*
g 4| kkmi1F2 — jpmiF2 3.11 003* kfiF2 — jpfiF2 2.68)  .010%
8 5| kkmHF1 — jpm HFI1 2.23 033*| kfHFl — jpfHF1 -0.18 862
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g 7| kkemdlF1 — jpmAlF1 1.03 319| kefdlF1 — jpfHIF1 -0.09 930
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o]l g} 32 P FIo|d A& A He
e Fl (Hz) F2 (Hz) | F2-F1(Hz) | Fl1 (Hz) F2 (Hz) | F2-Fl(Hz)
o] 361 2099 1738 444 2238 1794
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€ 1| kkm}tFl — enm}PF1 | -2.16 035*%| kf}Fl — enfFF1 | -3.30 002*
WS 2| kkmbF2 — cnm P R2 5.25 000*% kef}FF2 — cenf P F2 2.00 050*
% 3 | kkm1Fl — enm 1 Fl 2.99 004*| rfd1F1 — cofiF1 5.17 000*
H 4 | kkmdF2 — com1F2 | 0.17 866 krfJF2 — cnfdF2 0.63 534
< 5 | kkmHF1l — com HF1 | -0.65 524! kef HF1 — cnf HF1 1.57 126
HE 6 | kkmHE2 — cnm HF2 | 245 021% kfHF2 — cnfHEF2 2.35 026*
< 7 | kkmdF1 cnm 4 F1 0.71 485 kfdF1 — cnflF1 3.16 006*
S 8 | kkmilF2 — cnmilF2 0.58 572 KfdF2 — cnfdlF2 0.89 388
€ 9 | km-LFl — cnm--F1 | -2.71 009*]  kef-LF1 ~— cnfLlF] -4.08 .000*
¢ 10 | kkmLF2 — com-LF2 | -2.09 041*%| krfLF2 — cnflF2 | -1.50 140
< 11 | kkemTF1 — cnmTFl 2.29 026*| kfTF1 — cnfTF1 1.01 318
g 12| kmTEF2 — comTFR2 | -2.04 050* kfTF2 — enfTF2 | 254 016*
% 13 | kem—F1 cnm—F1 | -2.53 017* kf—F1 cnf—F1 0.44 662
e 14| km—F2 — enm—F2 | 220 036*| kef—F2 — cnf—F2 0.52 607
S 15| kkem | F1 — cnm | Fl 2.44 018*| kf) F1 — cnf] Fl 1.20 236
NS 16| kkm I F2 — ecnm | F2 | 0.78 441 kf 1 F2 — enf | F2 3.49 .001*
*p < .05
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