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Characterization of Plasmids of Chloramphenicol Resistant Staphylococcus aureus

Jung Hee Park, Jae Yoon Lee and Kyung Ho Moon”
College of Pharmacy, Kyungsung University, Busan 608-736, Korea

Abstract — Staphylococcus aureus KH13 and Staphylococcus aureus KH28 were resistant to chloramphenicol, ampicillin,
clindamycin, erythromycin, gentamicin, kanamycin, streptomycin, tobramycin, and norfloxacin. A plasmid (pKH13) and two
plasmids (pKH14, pKH15) were isolated from Staphylococcus aureus KH13 and Staphylococcus aureus KH28, respectively
and complete nucleotide sequences of three plasmids were determined. It was found that pKH13 and pKH15 mediated
chloramphenicol resistance and pKH14 was a cryptic plasmid.
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streptomycin(Sm), 10 pg; kanamycin(Km), 30 pg; gentamicin
(Gm), 10 ug; tobramycin(Tm), 10 ng; amikacin(Ak), 30 pg;
netilmicin(Nm), 30 pg; tetracycline(Tc), 30 pg; doxycycline
(Dc), 30 pg; erythromycin(Em), 15 pg; clindamycin(Cl), 2 pg;
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Table I - Plasmids of S. aureus KH13 and S. aureus KH28

Strain plasmid size (bp) resistance
S. aureus KH13 pKH13 2909 Cm?
S. aureus KH28 pKH14 3124 cryptic
S. aureus KH28 pKH15 2907 Cm

?Cm, chloramphenicol.
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pKH15 1600 AGTGGGATAT'ITTTAAAA T ATATATTTATGTTACAGTAATATTGACTT 1647

Fig. 1 — Comparative view of the nucleotide sequence of pKH13 and

pKH15.
PpKHI3 1 MDLVEDCNTFLSFVADKTLEKQKLYKANSCKNRFCPVCAWRKARKDALGLSLMMQYIKQQ 60
MDLV-+DCNTFLSFYADKTLEKOKL YKANSCKNRFCPVCAWRKARKDAL GLSLMMQYIKQQ
pINU9 1  MDLVQDCNTFLSFVADKTLEKQKLYKANSCKNRFCPVCAWRKARKDALGLSLMMQYIKOQ 60
pKH13 61  EKKEFIFLTLTTPNVMSDELENEIKRYNNSFRKLIKRKKVGSVIKGYVRKLEITYNKKRD 120
EKKEFIFLTLTTENV +++LE+EIK YN SF+K+++RKKV S+IKGYVRKLEITYNKKRD
pLNU9 61  EKKEFIFLTLTTPNVONEQLEDEIKHYNKSFKKMVERKKVKSIIKGYVRKLEITYNKKRD 120

pKH13 121 DYNPHFHLVIAVNKSYFTDKRYYISQQEWLDLWRDVTGISEITQVQVQKIRQNNNKEKYE 180
DYNPHFH+ + [ AVNKSYFTDKRYYISQQEWLDLWRDVTGISEI TQVQVQKIRQNNNKE YE
pLNU9 121 DYNPHFHVLIAVNKSYFTDKRYYISQQEWLDLWRDVTGISEITQVQVQKIRQNNNKELYE 180

pKH13 181 MAKYSGKDSDYLINQKVFDAFYKSLKGKQVLVYSGLFKEAKKKLKNGDLDYLKEIDPTEY 240

MAKYSGKDSDYL INQKVFDAF YKSEXGKQVLVYSGLFKEAKKKLKNGDLDYLKEIDPTEY
plNU9 181 MAKYSGKDSDYLINQKVFDAFYKSLKGKQVLVYSGLFKEAKKKLKNGDLDYLKEIDPTEY 240
pKH13 241 IYQIFYIWKQKEYLASELYDLTEQEKREINHKMIDEIEEEQ 281

IYQIFYIWKQKEYLASELYDLTEQEKRE INHKMIDEIEEEQ
pINU9 241 IYQIFYIWKQKEYLASELYDLTEQEKREINHKMIDEIEEEQ 281

Fig. 2 — Comparative view of the replication protein of pKH13 and
pLNU9.
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pKHI3 1 MNENKIDLDNWKRKETENHYLNQQTTFSITTEIDISVLYRNIKQEGYKFYPAFIFLVTRV - 60
pC194 1 MNFNKIDLDNWKRKEIFNHYLNQQTTFSITTEIDISVLYRNIKQEGYKFYPAFIFLVTRV 60
pKHI3 61  INSNTAFRTGYNSDGELGYWDKLEPLYTIFDGVSKTFSGIWTPVKNDFKEFYDLYLSDVE 120
pCl94 61  INSNTAFRTGYNSDGELGYWDKLEPLYTIFDGVSKTFSGIWTPVKNDFKEFYDLYLSDVE 120

pKHI3 121 KYNGSGKLFPKTPIPENAFSLSIIPWTSFTGFNLNINNNSNYLLPIITAGKFINKGNSIY 180
pCl94 121 KYNGSGKLFPKTPIPENAFSLSIIPWTSFTGFNLNINNNSNYLLPIITAGKFINKGNSIY 180

pKHI3 181 LPLSLQVHHSVCDGYHAGLFMNSIQELSDRPNDWLL 216
pC194 181 LPLSLQVHHSVCDGYHAGLFMNSIQELSDRPNDWLL 216

Fig. 3 - Comparative view of the chloramphenicol acetyltransferase
of pKH13 and pC194.

pkH14 1 MQYNTTRSITENQDNKTLKDMTKSGKQRPWREKK | DNVSYADILETLKIKKAFNVKQCGN 60
pUsa01 1 MQYNTTRSITENQDNKTLKDMTKSGKQRPWREKK IDNVSYADILEILKTKKAFNVKQCGN 60
pkH14 61  JLEFKPTDEGYLKLHKTWFCKSKLCPVCNWRRAMKNSYQAQKVIEKVIKEKPKARWLFLT 120
pUSAOY 61  ILEFKPTDEGYLKLHKTWFCKSKLCPVCNWRRAMKNSYQAQKVIEKVIKEKPKARWLFLT 120

pkH14 121 LSTKNAIDGDTLEQSLKHLTKAFDRLSRYKKVKANLVGFMRSTEVTVNKNDGSYNQHMHY 180
pUSAO1 121  LSTKNAIDGDTLEQSLKHLTKAFDRLSRYKKVKONLVGFMRSTEVTVNKNDGSYNQHMHV 180

pKH14 181 LLCVENAYFRKKENYITQEEWVNLWQRALQVDYRPVANVKAIKPNRKGDKDIESAIKETS 240
pUSAQ] 181 LLCVENAYFRKKENYITQEEWVNLWQRALQVDYRPVANVKATKPNRKGDKDIESAIKETS 240

pKH14 241 KYSVKSSDFLTDDDEKNQEIVSDLEKGLYRKRMLSYGGLLKQKHKILNLDDVEDGNLINA 300
pUSAOY 241 KYSVKSSDFLTDDDEKNQEIVSDLEKGLYRKRMLSYGGLLKQKHKILNLDDVEDGNLINA 300

pKH14 301 SDEDKTTDEEEKAHSITAIWNFEKQNYYLRH 331
pUSAOL 301 SDEDKTTDEEEKAHSITAIWNFEKQNYYLRH 331

Fig. 4 — Comparative view of the replication protein of pKH14 and

pUSA01.
pkHI4 1 MNAIONSISLRKILVVSLSILTILSMVLDFNFKEAQAQNKNNIADKNVETLNEKEIEKEL 60
pUSAOL 1 MNAIQNSISLRKILVVSLSILTILSMVLDFNFKEAQAQNKANTADKNVETLNEKEIEKEL 60
PKHI4 61  KYIYGKI1ILDKDGTAKDVNLENAKSRYGYVPEGFQKLKNDIENKKKTSSISPRAVGONY 120
pUSAOL 61  KYIYGKT1ILDKDGTAKDVNLENAKSRYGYVPEGFOKLKNDIENKKKTSSISPRAVGGNY 120

pKH14 121 KNSGDCFYSEVINSYGELLTGNI I TAVFEDVKAKNLKGVAKKLAKIGIKGNLAGIAATMV 180
pUSAO1 121  KNSGDCFYSEVLNSYGELLTGNIITAVFEDVKAKNLKGVAKKLAKIGIKGNLAGIAATMV 180

pKH14 181 SKDVQCNLKYGLL 193
pUSAOL 181 SKDVQCNLKYGLL 193

Fig. 5 — Comparative view of the hypothetical protein of pKH14 and
pUSAO01.
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