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Investigating Elementary School Teachers’
Self-Images of Science Teaching

Kang, Hunsik - Kim, Myoungsoon'

Chuncheon National University of Education - 'Jeongdong Elementary School

Abstract: In this study, we investigated the characteristics of elementary school teachers’ self-images of
science teaching by using Draw-A-Science-Teacher-Test Checklist (DASTT-C). A survey was administered to
178 elementary school teachers in Seoul, Gyeonggi province, and Gangwon Province. It was found that
elementary school teachers’ self-images of science teaching for four science subjects (physics, chemistry,
biology, and earth science) were more ‘teacher-centered’ than ‘student-centered’. The results may imply that
elementary school teachers’ beliefs of science teaching tend to be more traditional than constructive. Therefore,
there is a need to develop an effective education system for pre- and in-service elementary school teachers based
on constructivism.

Key words: self-image of science teaching, elementary school teacher
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