Journal of the Korean Society of Costume
Vol.58, No.3 (March 2008) pp.49-62

=A0) LIEN SAa} wago| ojn|

Ol ol AME . B2H
JEUUSD IS FYTA - HESUST AFoY D4

The Meanings of Black and White Represented by Dress

- Focused on Semiotic Analysis -

Young-Hae Lee* - Sun-Hyung Choi* - Soon-Che Kang®
Concurrent Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, The Catholic University of Korea*

Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, The Catholic University of Korea®
(2007. 12. 14 F31)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the signification system between color and clothes
systematically in black and white clothes. For this purpose, after examining the images of black
and white clothes, we selected 55 clothes that represented as black and white and analyzed their
meanings and the sources using semiotic framework, based on the work of Saussure and Barthes.

The results as follows: First, the meaning in black and white clothes was generated from
original color image. White clothes of religious person like Virgin Mary, Angel expressed pure
and sacred color image. And black clothes like funeral dress expressed grief and death. Next, the
meaning of black and white clothes was regenerated into modern color image by new
environment. After industrial revolution, black was considered as a traditional men's fashion color.
With diverse leisure activities, white sports wear appeared as active and clean image. Finally the
source of the meaning of the clothes was the designer or the wearer. A little black dress by
Chanel who was interested in simplicity and function represents an ideal of simple and sexy
object. The situation is complicated by the fact that these three kinds of explanation may be
found singly or mixed together.

Key words: semiotic analysis(7] 238 #4]), the meaning of clothes(¥4]9] 2]n)),
black and white(3-2§ - ] A)
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