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ABSTRACT

Subject specialized services are introduced in library environment in order to meet users’ needs, which become
more specialized, characterized, and personalized. This concept dates back to the 1960 in Korean scholarly research,
and previous studies revealed that many libraries in Korea have provided this kind of subject specialized services
to library users. This study aimed to consider appropriate directions of subject specialization in Korea, This study
examined seven library cases the structure of which is organized by subject specialization. It tried to give a good
grasp of background of building up the subject specialization system, current state of the service and its effects,
problems and challenges of operating the system, recruitment and training issues of subject specialist librarians,
their duties and tasks, and so on. Also Announcements of academic subject specialist positions in Korea are

compared to in other countries such as United States, UK, and Canada in order to analyze the demand for subject
specialist librarians,
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3) F. J. Hay. “The Subject Specialist in the Academic Library: A Review Article,” Journal of Academic
Librarianship, Vol.16, No.1(1990), pp.11-17.

4) J. V. Martin, “Subject Specialization in British University Libraries: A Second Survey,” Journal of Librarianship
and Information Science, Vol.28, No.3(1996), pp.159-169.

5) MR, “HEFgEA T QoM FA HEA (Subject Specialist)’ ) G&d] A& AT AREE A14P
(1984), pp.87-104.: AAY, AA=E, pp.391-409.: Hay, op. cit., pp.11-17.

6) Martin, op. cit, pp.159-169.

7) Ibid
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11) S. L. McAbee, and J.-B. Graham. “Expectations, Realities, and Perceptions of Subject Specialist Librarians’
Duties in Medium-sized Academic Libraries,” Journal of Academic Librarianship, Vol.31, No.1(2005), pp.19-28.
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