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ABSTRACT

Efficient Management and use of Records from the Truth

Commissions

Lim, Hee Yeon

Investigations have been started to set the modern history and national
spirit to rights after Commissions were established. Those Commissions are
established and operated with time limit to finish its own missions.

They creates three kinds of records as acquired materials which acquired or
are donated for investigation; investigation records as investigation reports;
and administrative records that created while supporting organization’s
operation.

The Commissions use more past records to do special tasks asnation’s slate
clean and uncovering the truth than other agencies. In other words, the
commissions take the most advantages of well-managed records, however,
their record management environment and operation systems are relatively
loose than other permanent machineries. It has three reasons that; first, there
is no record management regulations and criteria for machineries that have
time limit. This affected each commissions ‘systems and 6 Truth
Commissions’ record management systems are built separately and on the
different level; Second, members lack responsibility from frequent sending,
reinstatement, change, and restructuring and that makes troubles to produce
and manage records; Third, central archives pay less attention to machineries

that operated limited period as the truth commissions. The Commissions
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rather need more systematic control because its records have historical value.

To solve these problems, record management regulations have to be
prepared first with features of organizations running limited time and
commissions’ records as acquired materials or investigation records.
Furthermore, building up standard record management system for the
Commissions, standardizing transfer data, imposing professional record
personnel, and setting limits frequent personnel changes would finish practical
problems.

Besides, those records created to reveal the truth should use for education
and research because Truth Commissions are established to set unfortunate
history right and not to repeat it again. The records would serve as
steppingstone for establishment of the Truth Record Center that does
education, information work, publication, and research with the records. The
record center would help using the records efficiently and improving
knowledge for its people. And, the center should devote people to recognize

importance of the records.

Key words: Truth Commission, acquired materials, investigation records,

record use, national archives, administrative record



