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Regional Differentials in Elderly Suicide Rate: The Focusing
on Effects of Family Instability, 1995-2005

Jung-Kyun Ryu

The main purpose of this study is to examine the effect of the family instability
on the ederly suicide and to examine the change over time. An andyticad model
of causal structure was set up with residence, family instability and socioeconomic
levd as explanaion varidbles for this study. The cause of desth Hatigtics and
micro-data from the vital datistics for 1995, 2000 and 2005 were used. Family
ingtability was measured through divorce, and the rate of elderly(mae and femae)
suicide as well as the suicide rate of the elderly and those in their 20-50's was
used for this andysis to examine the effect of divorce. This study hypothesized
about family instability and ederly suicide through a literature review. This paper
presents maps of the suicide rate by using GIS, and then ANOVA and regression
anadysis are carried out to verify a difference in the elderly suicide rate affected
by resdence and divorce. Divorce rate appears in most areas with a high level
centering around metropolises except the centra inland area. The rate of dderly
suicide which stayed in only specific regions with a high level has increased as
time went by, and the graph leveled high in most regions except the southwestern
coadt. In addition, the elderly suicide rate was increased rapidly in rural aress for
the most recent 10 years. This shows the seriousness of problems of the aged in
rurd aress. Through the periods of economic crisis, a sudden increase in divorce
causes family ingability, which increase the suicide rate increasing. Divorce
affects the dderly suicide rate and the 20-50s suicide rate in the same way, and
the stronger effect goes to the dderly rather than those in their 20-50s. Regarding
dderly suicide, the divorce has a different effect by gender, affecting males more
than femdes. With these facts, we can draw the conclusion that family instability
has the most significant effect on ederly maes suicide.

Key Words: Elderly suicide, Economic crisis, Divorce, Family instability,
Family dissolution, Residence





