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A Survey of Korean Youths’ Gender Equality consciousness
and lts Relationship with General Value

Soomi Park

This study explores Korean youths gender equality consciousness in an
attempt to search for a way to increase youth's gender equality consciousness.
First, this study carries out a survey of youths gender equality consciousness
based on questionnaires collected from a nationwide sample. Second, this
study attempts to identify key points needed to evaluate youths gender
equality consciousness in terms of youths general values. The data used for
this survey is from the survey on youths values conducted by Korean
Ingtitute for Headth and Social Affairs in 2006 with a sample of 11,240
students from 132 schools nationwide. As a result, youths in 2006 had higher
gender equality consciousness than that of previous years(2002). Especidly,
the support for the fair share of domestic work in the house by youths was
significantly increased than the past. However, the survey of youths values
showed clear gender gaps in general attitudes of youths including gender
equality consciousness. Female students not only had higher gender equality
consciousness than male students but also had higher levels of 'universa
value' which would alow one to become sensitive to discrimination and 'self
development and achievement value'. In contrast, male students scored high
on 'power-oriented value' related to discriminatory attitudes. Therefore, the
study recommends focusing on alleviating the gender gaps through school
education and other various media education.
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