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Purpose: To analyze characteristics and trend of articles published in Journal of East-West Nursing Research. Methods: The
133 articles published from 1997-2008 were reviewed using a structured form. The form included items on the topics, sub-
jects, study designs, sample size calculation, ethical consideration, and research funds. Data were summarized using descrip-
tive statistics. Results: Oriental studies accounted for 42.9% of the 133 articles. The subjects were general population (32.3%),
chronically-ill patients (17.3%), and nurses (12%). The most common design was survey (57.2%). Of the 32 experimen-
tal studies, 65.6 % were associated with oriental nursing intervention. Many studies (66.2%) collected data using question-
naire. However, only two articles reported sample size calculation and 15.8% were performed after receiving written con-
sent from the study participants. About 7% were studies were conducted with acquired research funds. Conclusions: Jour-
nal of East-West Nursing Research has appropriately published the studies about both oriental and Western nursing. How-
ever, application of scientific and rigorous research methodologies needs to be emphasized.
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Table 1. Analysis of research subjects

Oriental
. All nursing
Variables n(%) research
n (%)
Life cycle Child 5(3.8) -
related  Adolescents 5(3.8) 2(35)
College students 13(9.8) 5(8.8)
Adults 60 (45.1) 26 (45.6)
Elderly 20(15.1) 3(5.3)
Life-long 15(11.3) 9(15.8)
Others 15(11.3) 12(21.1)
Total 133 (100) 57 (100)
Setting Healthy people 43(32.3) 16(28.1)
People with health Patients with 6(45) 2(35)
problems acute iliness
Patients with 23(17.3) 10(17.5)
chronic illness
Patients with 5(3.8) 1(1.8)
mental disorder
Family 5(38) 3(5.3)
Health care Nurses provider 16 (12.0) 3(5.3)
Nursing students  9(6.8)  3(5.3)
Institution Hospital 1(0.8) 1(1.8)
Institution 2(1.5) -
Nursing facility 6(45) 5(88)
Others Community & 4(8.00 2(35)
Management
Not available 13(9.8) 11(19.3)
Total 133 (100) 57 (100)
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Table 2. Research methodology

Oriental
Variable Characteristics Al nursing
n (%) research
n (%)
Research design  Experimental 30(22.6) 19(33.3)
Survey 76(57.1) 21(36.8)
Qualitative 5(3.8) 2(3.5)
Review 14(105) 12(21.1)
Concept analysis 8(6.0) 3(5.3)
Data collection Physiologic measurement  15(11.2)  8(14.1)
Observation 5(3.8) 4(3.0)
Questioning 88(66.2) 23(40.4)
Interview 9 (6.8) 5(8.8)
Literature review 24(18.0) 17 (29.8)
Reliablity Reported 75(56.4) 19(33.3)
Not reported 58 (43.6) 38(66.7)
Validity Reported 7(5.3) 1(1.8)
Not reported 126 (94.7) 56(98.2)
Criteria for Reported 2(1.5) 2(3.5)
sampling Not reported 131(98.5) 55(96.5)
Conceptual Yes 7(5.3) 3(5.3)
framework No 126 (94.7)  4(94.7)
Total 133 (100.0) 57 (100.0)
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Table 3. The classification of research

Oriental
Variable Characteristics Al nursing
n (%) research
n (%)
The type of Thesis or dissertation 8(6.0) -
research Funded 1(0.8) 5(8.8)
General research 124 (93.2) 52(91.2)
Level of Meta analysis -
evidence Experimental 1(9.8)
Well-designed 30(22.5) 18(31.6)
quasi-experimental
Well-designed 72 (54.1) 17 (29.4)
non-experimental
Case report 6(4.5) 4(7.0)
Others 24 (18.0) 18(31.6)
Ethical Oral consent 43(32.3) 14 (24.6)
consideration  Written consent 21(15.8) 8(14.0)
IRB - -
Not reported 39(29.3) 16 (28.1)
Not applicable 30(22.6) 19 (33.3)
Total 133 (100) 57 (100)
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