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Epidemiology of Kawasaki disease in Korea
Yong Won Park, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, Inje University, Seoul, Korea

Kawasaki disease (KD) is an acute, self-limited vasculitis of unknown etiology that occurs predominantly in infants and young
children. Initially described in 1967 by Dr. Tomisaku Kawasaki, it is now the most common cause of acquired heart disease
among children in developed nations. Although KD has been reported across all racial and ethnic groups, the incidence of
KD is more common among Asians, which suggests differences of race-specific susceptibility. The prevalence of the disease
varies considerably among different Asian countries, and there is a higher rate of KD reported in Asian countries such as
Japan and Korea than in other countries. In Korea, a nationwide epidemiological study has been conducted every three years
since the 1990s by the Korean Pediatric Heart Association to determine the epidemiologic patterns and incidence rate of
KD in Korea. It was thus found in a recent survey (2003-2005) that the average annual incidence of 105.0/100,000 Korean
children under the age of five years was the second-highest reported rate in the world, after Japan. (Korean J Pediatr
2008;51:452-456)
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Table 1. Incidence Rate of Kawasaki Disease, 2000-2005

L

Year Poi)télzi]tion Total KD pt 515) 5; Incidence rate”
2000 3,259,783 2,681 2,404 73.7
2001 3,161,001 3,229 2,871 90.8
2002 3,048,362 3,240 2,910 95.5
2003 2,834,115 3,352 2,952 104.2
2004 2,686,757 3,279 2,859 106.4
2005 2,544,935 3,031 2,662 104.6
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Fig. 1. Annual incidences of Kawasaki disease by age and gender.
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Fig. 3. Monthly distribution of cases with Kawasaki disease.
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Fig. 4. Number and proportion (%) of KD patients among total
hospitalized pediatric patients, by geographic region.
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