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Association Between Internet Use and Suicidal Ideation Among South Korean Adolescents
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ABSTRACT

Purpose: Internet is one of the essential tools in South Korean adolescent life. Recently, researchers suggest that
Internet use is positively associated with teens’ mental health problems such as depression and suicide. Thus, this
study explored a relationship between Internet use and suicide ideation among South Korean adolescents.

Methods: Secondary data, the three-wave Korean Youth Panel Survey, were analyzed. First, in terms of the levels
of Internet use and suicidal ideation, t-test was used for examining a gender difference, and Analysis of Variance
were used for examining differences across three points in time(waves 2 - 4). Second, logistic analysis was performed
to examine the significant association between Internet use and suicide ideation after controlling for the other factors’
effects. In this analysis, Fixed Effect Regression Method(FERM) was incorporated as well. FERM was useful in
adjusting for the effects of time-invariant factors even without measuring them. As a result, it was possible to obtain
more accurate findings.

Results: Adolescent depression was an important factor influencing the association between Internet use and suicide
ideation. After controlling for the effect of depression, the relationship between Internet use and suicide ideation was
no longer statistically significant.

Conclusion: As a proxy to identify teens who are obsessed with suicide ideation, levels of Internet use do not
seem useful. Instead, it is necessary to examine teens’ access to websites related to suicide.
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b NFH RS 7HsAd o] AT Allison, 1999). o #
g GHES T, 9o AFEel A QUH
Wl ARE s} 2P Zhst o] A o] EAst Y ARS
el 71el= 484 57 (empirical evidence) 7} =
sheh whebA], Boh JwE AFUHE o] &5te] F4
ATE AN Fart ok

el S TlEahs 20034 F9

g olgstel, ABY AHE 5
e ol

TAze] drtstrt 7hs kel E4, 20049 F-H 2006
@a7kxle]l 3\d7k A8 E Fixed Effect Regression
Method (FERM) & o]-&ate] 2415 A8kl
FERM #2412 QlzpaAlo] tigh JR = AlgshA &
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235 42 T e Aol dtk(Allison, 2005).
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F32 Aojrroltt, aFAE 9% HFEES A
FATENA FEHo] J= o2 W 8AES
A€ & thH(Kalafat, 2005).
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o] U 40| 100-300THY Apo]ol Ao T HAoh B AolMe 'BEQ) FF olEE SE

AE Tt 397 AR A Y9 # 290 101-200 B 0e®, O™ Holrk(4)' oo r SET 7

welolaty  SEE WA 24-29%09w, o IO AeE s

201-300%+gdolety SH3 tFAELS 30-32%°
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1) F5WF: 088 FHuUsE Adgfom,  EH

<E 1> ZHEAE AT SHUFES] 244 4o

e 4 2D
?l?‘*}ﬂg—vjy 7]’%‘_[“‘5] 7‘1#‘57}‘ 9\17‘:‘ 76]‘?"9} ‘a1 94-’] 5 = L}E
54 AWF 7FE 2 - 10098 olSHIRE] U00nSl 2GR 57 WEE
By ogEE BR7F gl Al et £48 3 7%} e F52 AR 2888 o|&3te] Hgh At
° - Ped suk A3 :L%*xl ArH1) oA ¢ 225741 2] 5% (Chronbach’s alpha = .89)
S - oluAst ofUZL el Al 4G s 47 EE dels $52 AT 289E o3l
R E S
oA WA g su e 224 GuelA) W 22ekE) 7449 59 Chronbach's alpha = 79)
AAEI a9E FE 4 QeA, Al AlE HolAlEA 58 E 35S o] 85}
wAsel A Bargh AN
7hed S5 AdE a8A (1) oA ‘wlg- 22 TK5) 71419 57 (Chronbach’s alpha = .75)
&7 EA ATEY o AL AR RS A5 oW7|stert 58 BE 4738S o8t Hu ik
2T-oke] B Ak
7bsst 5 ds a8A 1) olA w28 ekG) 744 9] 58 (Chronbach’s alpha = .84)
ane - WEAE A MRS e A5 1008 ol AroaAe] AANEE A
e e S 2 - 100%(N R gl HEFF B A o)
- Rosenburg7} 7fket =7-9] AR89l 67) 35 o] &ste] gk 714K Rosenberg, 1965)
AEFE - BINE L AN A, SE, AE 52 0 BBk AR 241
- s S dE a8A 1) el A - 28 eh5) 71419 58 (Chronbach’s alpha = .75)
Apalel ojgt - AN A A T, ARl AA Tl #3 AR FES B 3ETS o] &8l Hgtk At
AlF = - 7HEE SEk AdE a8A Fri1) W )& 728 tH5) 744 9] 54 (Chronbach’s alpha = .85)
C g, B A7 FE, NG, AT, 7], B, $E 591 1T) 2EASA) b 2EA 2
Hela =4 2EY A FEE BE TYES 9%
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(1) AlIZF: FERMEA A= vHE S48 HFE A7y £ Fog AdAdol Ade 8 ZALE ¢l8)
S e HEE A E45H Hn 48 EW o] Fixed Effect Regression Method(FERM) ®'H-&
22, 3APAE, 4Ad e S-S ES el 8 o] &3 th(Allison. 2005). FERM 41 Aol 4]
HER GX| 2, AIPHEFE ol g3t SHE A& *}ﬁé}lx} sk WaEo] THHOE H 4 23] o4
Ttk AP 22PAE AR E 1Y %S 3 SAE AS Aol 7heskH, 7P & AR Az
PAE ARE 29 #E, 4AEE ARE T s H 3to]] E}E} WHatA] & 4E, JF, Assresd 2
7Ht < HFES SHHETE AFSA] Rolk ol& W

(2) QB AL olE7EA ABY ARFES o o &FEA 7} 7P5shtke o th(Allison, 2005). &
DA St Aol 27kl e FEe Ag2 Al T SARHA TEHUF TS F= WFE B
AlE AL AR et AR, AFAES EYSE <l T A SHHI, o]lEC] BT BARF 23
st} ftEe AZHEAIES AEY I AR 7L oy HAT 71EH o082 7S A RH(Allison, 1999)
2 tgAEel 01%3}L Y FEEF FaF A dHdHo R T Qe BEE HFES LAl &
o] 7] wiZel|, AEl AMEFE A= "JH Aate] FAEA A 23el7] oyl 18y, FERM
U E5EF AMRIEE FAl xHaoF sttty A NS AMSFO RN A7k 550 TS WA &

W& eh(David, 2001). Wk, & AFlA = A, A v B HbE9] 23 AV ket Bo He
‘%‘ g wAA, AAH, 553 &, 2 A, g EMAHAE 45 F Uk AdEY *}%-’F—%Jr A}
AN, 418 ALClE, 718t AR A4 €] 871A] <QIH A ZE ] AR ZAME flsted FERM £41& o]
9 F5S ol gsuh 4 &5 52 AWy et 43 Binary logistic regressions 4 A 8}+93 tH Allison,
(1)'ellA w9 #F=gth(5)'e] 53 A= 4= 2005)

o, F3HE AL SHES &S AAsIAT 7t
58 SHHESE 8HE 4071 o)A th m. iz

(3) $9=: Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disordersel] W2, 22 Yehll= SAE 1. QIEU AL +E2| H§

& Bk 924, &Eo|th(Evans, 2005). ¥ 91l QB A FES A AY R WA, ARk
ANl gu) 2 ola o] g glo] Hol 9T e Tl = 523, 2 Al AR LS AIE, 718
T e FEL B Y %é}% olgatel o A AN g7A dEYl BF FEe FEgeld
SW4E 2469 7+ B3 A 18x gt (" 1). 397 2ARE BFellA 23 Qe
(1)'32E s 2256) 742 58 Az A5 AeTES VHE AR StE T olskE UEth
Atk $LWFE TS A T SHES Ay e oA Berell A Skl 35 A17191 20049 5
& ©1-8-8% BH(Chronbach's alpha=.88). o] JAEIY AREFEC] 7P B, AL 235hd Al

7191 2006 =l 7FF @ o2 yEerytth dhd
3. EA{uhy o] Z7tel wat JIEY AMSFES E - 3 B

T4 A, Ay g8 FAAE HyEe 3 FoA SAHCE FostA HaEIUTE o] e
W& Y X% (Internal consistency) & Iobatr] 98} 7t AEHE - U7k JIEY AME FF 2ol & ]
o] Chronbach's alpha #< ZAFSHS 5 A Hagnh 3MEAE AR BFoA FEA e AlgS
Al I8l AME FEI A7 —’F{FQ] W3l E A Zo] KT EAHOE §o5iA =& Ao
Wyl Adrdg zhzh vk A Hla AldE e =3 shdo] FUigtel] wet A wE
t-testZ, XY B]W AlolE Analysis of Variance A ALE FF9] Aol HS S7kE = AL &

(ANOVA)E o] 23t th(Elliott, 1995). MA|, Mk T UM
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A o] MIFES] 2FE A ¢ & AU A} Stk 2FFAE S HrE 5, 7o Z3EV
S5F T AL FF St SAAHLE f9 3291 A71ell mlske] A1Q1 A, 4 7HA ol
gk BAZE AATE olYdl], F AL, 2 2EH S 4009Hde] & 7ol Blste] 301~4005H Alolgl
T, W2 gl Uit ISR A7 St} fo AE, B 2EU S S B2 A dig 9EE, =
g AAAdol e ALE YEHTHE 2) < FEFFOl AT FoT BAE AATHE
Model 2¢1ME EFFAE 918t Model 1914 2). 53], &) 194 ZoldFE Az
AHEE AEE &5 F8IA T 1 A ¥, Model AAY 919790] ok 5.7 ks AL E UEhsTh
1olA F23F J3urel ABYl AHE HFE A ol &3 AT Ao Aol EATE
3 FANOE Reld QuAel Y= AeE u  ouan,
<E 2> 99 AR Had Az AdA
o Model 17 Model 2/
OR 95% CI OR 95% CI
AlZPAS (Reference: 32 %)
1A 1.230 0955, 1.584 1.716™ 1.248, 2.360
2% 1131 0901, 1421 1.243 0943, 1.640
7V574 (Reference: 71 9)
SR A 1.257 0.646, 2.446 0981 0433, 2.224
LET /M 7Y (Reference: 4008+ %3}
100%Hd o3} 0.799 0404, 1.581 0.654 0.283, 1.509
2005H o] 3} 1.094 0661, 1.811 0.664 0.353, 1.251
3005k o] 3} 1.072 0.686, 1.675 0.664 0.381, 1.159
4005+ o] 3} 0.860 0555, 1.334 0.520" 0.299, 0.905
2R dSEHE 1.087 0.893, 1.324 0.175 0917, 1.506
opHA| 9} ojmue] A 1.087 0.893, 1.323 1.037 0.813, 1.323
aAkeke] #7) 0941 0812, 1.091 0.879 0.731, 1.056
AT-eke] A 1.221 0998, 149 1.227 0957, 1.572
33 1.000 0993, 1.006 099 0991, 1.007
AolEF 7t 0.615™ 0.480, 0.788 0.748 0550, 1.017
ARl gk AE E 1.039 0.851, 1.269 1.085 0.852, 1.381
2E# A 1.185™ 1.138, 1235 1.143™ 1.087 1.201
aell gk e 0.729" 0615, 0.863 0.738" 0599, 0911
FAHQ1 Aol AR 1.260 0982, 1617 1.221 0.897, 1.662
QUEIY ARE- 1.038° 1.007, 1.071 1.009 0972, 1.048
& - - 5.742" 4413, 7471

'p<005, “p<001, “p<0.001
b EREAE AF Sen
faREAE 9% san
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