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<Abstract>

This study explored adjustment of school-aged children from low-income divorced families. Specifically, protective
factors for children’s self-perceived competence and behavior problems were investigated with children’s coping
strategies, perceived social support, parents’ childrearing style, and parental stress. Subjects of this study were 126
children of 4 to 6 grade and their custodial parents(38 fathers, 88 mothers) from divorced families.

Children’s self-perceived competence and behavior problems were not different neither by children’s sex nor
custodial parent’s sex. When children used more positive and less negative coping strategies, and when parents
experienced less childrearing stress, children perceived themselves to be more competent. Similarly, when children
used more positive and less negative coping strategies, received more social support, they perceived themselves to be
more adequate. Children whose parents had high levels of childrearing stress showed more internalized and
externalized behavior problems. Furthermore, children who perceived less supports from peers showed more
behavior problems.
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