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A Comparative Study of Wetland Conflict between Korea and United States

Yi, Gi Chul**
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Abstract : This study attempted to characterize and compare wetland conflicts in Korea and United States, which
caused serious social and environmental effects. First of all, such 3 different survey methods as open-ended
questionnaires, Likert-type and ranking questionnaires were adopted for 5 selected study sites in Korea and 12 cases
in the U.S. in order to understand and measure these effects. 53 subjects were contacted for open face-to-face
interviews in the U.S. and 258 in Korea and overall 567 disputants were for other questionnaires. Analyses of
survey results revealed that disputants involved in the wetland conflicts had developed different concept of conflict
frames. The study also identified the reframing is the key for conflict resolution Based on these results, a idea of
public mediator was suggested to resolve and mediate conflicts.

Keywords : Wetland conflict, frame, disputants, environmental dispute, conflict resolution
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