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AR ES Gl ARGIA 4 AR A%kl HI7HA
1975 259 (1.1) 65,556 (4.6) 148227 (1.8 50,697 (1.8
1980 454 (1.5) 114,315 (.7) 816,806  (2.3) 347,133 (2.9)
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Evolutionary Per spectives on the Evolutionary Dynamics of the
Footwear Industry in Korea
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Abstract : This paper aims to examine the evolutionary dynamics of the Korea’s footwear industry
by adopting evolutionary perspectives. To explain the evolutionary dynamics of an industry,
evolutionary perspectives have paid a particular attention to exploring a variety of factors for
influencing the evolution of the industry, such as the selection and imitation of the firm, the
mechanism of firm’s entry and exit, technological characteristics and innovation processes. The
majority of existing research tend to explain that the decline of the Korea’s footwear industry since
1990 was mostly due to the rapid rising of wage and the structural changes in labor-intensive
industries. On the contrary, this paper attempts to explain the decline of the Korea’s footwear
industry, in terms of the path of selection and imitation, the dominant technological paradigm,
regulatory frameworks and the meso trajectory of industry evolution. This paper concludes that the
decline of the Korea’s footwear industry since 1990 was appeared as a result of the evolutionary
selection processes of the firms in order to adapt to changes in the environment of competition and
the regime of market selection in the global footwear industry.

Keywords : the Korea’s footwear industry, evolutionary perspectives on the evolution of industry,
evolutionary process, evolutionary trajectory, dominant design
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