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The Regional Development Strategy by Public-Private Activities: A Case
Study of the Tsushima Arirang Festival, Tsushima, Nagasaki Province, Japan

Young-Kun Shin*
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Abstract : This paper examines how Tsushima has used the Arirang festival as a place marketing apparently targeting
at Korean tourists, which has been historically achieved at the Arirang festival though public-private activities. Tsushima
has tried to advertise Tsushima city to Korean tourists, with methods including the ‘Chosen Agency Parade’ and the title
of the Arirang festival, but due to the Dokdo problem, the people of Tsushima objected to holding the Arirang festival.
Therefore, Tsushima city had a meeting to solve it, and it was agreed that they need not stop the festival nor change of
the title of the Arirang festival for the regional development, but instead they decided that the title of Arirang festival is
to be used as a subtitle from 2007. By deciding this, The residents of Tsushima are sometimes against the opinion of
Tsushima government, but they have eagerly participated in everything from the operation of the festival to the
performances themselves. In this sense, it is thought that the Arirang festival is utilized as a local identity and also a
place marketing, and the process for the regional development strategy is organized by public-private actors together.
Key Words : regional development, Arirang Festival, place marketing, local festival, Tsushima
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