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— Abstract —

Replantation of Two Fingers Preserved in Soju
- A Case Report -

Cherl Heon Choi, M.D.*, Yong Jig Lee, M .D., Sang Hyun Woo, M .D., Ph.D.

Buan Seoul-Samsung Hospital, Buan*,
Woo & Lee' s Ingtitute for Hand Surgery & Reconstructive Microsurgery, W Hospital, Daegu, Korea

We experienced a case of 49-year-old male patient with amputated two fingers preserved in
Soju (Korean traditional liquor, a kind of acoholic beverages). The amputation level of the two
fingers was at the distal interphalangeal joint. The Soju was not an adequate physiologic solution
for preserving the amputated tissues. Even though arterial anastomosis was successful, there was
no venous drainage visible in the operative field. On the first day after the initial operation, we
succeeded in the anastomosis of one vein in one of the two amputated fingers. This was 12 hours
after arterial anastomosis was carried out. But no venous dranage was visible in the other finger. In
spite of a salvage procedure sustained with external bleeding for 7 days, this replanted fingertip
eventually fell into necrosis.
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Fig. 1. Theleft long finger and ring finger are amputated
at the distal interphalagenal (DIP) joint. The
whitish amputated finger tips are swollen and
crumbly.

Fig. 3. Thelong finger is viable after anastomosis of the
distal vein but, the tip of the ring finger is necrosed. The
necrotized tissueis excised and stump revision is done.
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Fig. 2. The two fingers are fused at DIP joint with two
Kirschner wires. The radial digital artery of the
long finger is anastomosed and the ulnar digital
artery of the ring finger is also anastomosed.
Because there is no bleeding from the vein, fish
mouth incision is made on the pulp tip for exter-
nal bleeding of salvage procedure.

Fig. 4. Hlstopamhol oglcal Iy thrombotlc change has devel-
oped not only aong the digital artery (A) but also in the
accompanying veins (B), indicating vascular damage.
Hemorrhagic necrosis is also seen in the surrounding fat
tissues (F). (H & E stain, x 100)
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Fig. 5. Postoperative view 18 months later. Agro] By v
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