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14) , 1987
‘ ( )’ , 

‘Hospice Care’ ( , “ ”, 󰡔
󰡕 77 , , 2000.)

15) , “DNR ”, 󰡔 󰡕, Vol.51, No.4, 2008, 36-37 .
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17) WHO Definition of Palliative Care
“Palliative care is an approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their 
families facing the problem associated with life-threatening illness, through the pre-
vention and relief of suffering by means of early identification and impeccable as-
sessment and treatment of pain and other problems, physical, psychosocial and 
spiritual. Palliative care: 
- provides relief from pain and other distressing symptoms; 
- affirms life and regards dying as a normal process; 
- intends neither to hasten or postpone death; 
- integrates the psychological and spiritual aspects of patient care; 
- offers a support system to help patients live as actively as possible until death; 
- offers a support system to help the family cope during the patients illness and in 

their own bereavement; 
- uses a team approach to address the needs of patients and their families, including 
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bereavement counselling, if indicated; 
- will enhance quality of life, and may also positively influence the course of illness; 

is applicable early in the course of illness, in conjunction with other therapies that 
are intended to prolong life, such as chemotherapy or radiation therapy, and in-
cludes those investigations needed to better understand and manage distressing 
clinical complications.“(www. who. int/cancer/palliative/definition/en)

18) getpalliativecare.org What is Palliative Care 
“Palliative care is NOT the same as hospice care. Palliative care may be provided at 
any time during a person`s illness, even from the time of diagnosis. And, it may be 
given at the same time as curative treatment. Hospice care always provides palliative 
care. However, it is focused on terminally ill patients-people who no longer seek 
treatments to cure them and who are expected to live for about six months or 
less.”(getpalliativecare.org/whatis) 

19) , , .
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20) The Oregon Death with Dignity Act 1994 127.800 §1.01 Definitions (12)
“‘Terminal disease’ means an incurable and irreversible disease that has been medi-
cally confirmed and will, within reasonable medical judgment, produce death within six 
months.” [1995 c.3 §1.01; 1999 c.423 §1].

21) Natural Death Act 1979  RCW 70.122.020 Definition (9).
‘Terminal Condition’ means an incurable and irreversible condition caused by injury, 
disease, or illness, that, within reasonable medical judgment, will cause death within a 
reasonable period of time in accordance with accepted medical standards, and where 
the application of life-sustaining treatment serves only to prolong the process of 
dying. [1992 c 98 § 2; 1979 c 112 § 3.](www. doh. wa. gov/hsqa).
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22) , , .
23) ․ 󰡔 󰡕 (Derek Humphry 󰡔Final Exit󰡕) , 2007.
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24) . 
U.S. Federal Patient Self-Determination Act 1990 Part 489 - Provider and Suppler 
Agreements,  Subpart 1 Advance Directives,  Section 489.100 Definitions
“For the purposes of this part “‘advance directive’ means a written instruction, such 
as a living will or durable power of attorney for health care, recognized under state 
law (whether statutory or as recognized the courts of the State), relating to the pro-
vision of health care when the individual is incapacitated.”
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25) , .
26) , , “ ”, 

󰡔 󰡕, 6 1 , 2005, 15-26 : , “ , ”, 󰡔
󰡕, 5 2 , 2003, 146-171 .
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Taiwan's Palliative and Hospice Care Act

- Legislative Background and Controversial Issues - 

Heetae Suk Ph.D. in Law

Professor, College of Law Kyonggi Univ.

=ABSTRACT=

In Republic of Chaina (Taiwan), Natural Death Act named “Anning Huanhe 

Yiliao Tiaoli” which means palliative and hospice care act was enacted in year 

of 2000. And enforced in the same year.

Many scholars say that Taiwan's Act took Many U.S.A.'s acts such as 

‘Federal Patient Self-Determination Act 1990’, ‘California Natural Death Act 

1976’ and ‘Washington Natural Death Act 1979’ for a model.

Taiwan's Act adopts a few outstanding systems - ‘advance declarations’ includ-

ing ‘living will’ and ‘durable power of attorney for health care’, ‘family-deter-

mination system’ for a patient who is in a persistent unconscious state.

This paper disusses this Act. The content is as follow : 

  1. A background of legislation. 6. Keeping documents.

  2. The purpose of legislation. 7. Punitive provision.

  3. The concept of terms. 8. The relationship with euthanasia.

  4. Patient's self-determination. 9. Controversial issues.

  5. Subrogated determination by family.

Keywords : taiwan's palliative and hospice care act, natural death act, 

death with dignity, patient self-determination act, euthanasia, 

advance directives, living will, durable power of attorney for 

health care
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