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<Abstract>

An Analysis on Sentence Structures and Interpretation Errors
in Word Problems in Mathematics
-Focussing on the 2nd grade elementary students-

Lee, Byeong Ok3); & Ahn, Byeong Gon%

The purposes of this study are to analyze sentence structures of word problems
suggested in educational math programs for the 2nd grade elementary students and
error patterns in sentence interpretation, and examine how sentence structures influence
on errors during sentence comprehension.

Based on the results Qf the analysis on 168 word problems suggested in math
textbooks for the 2nd grade elementary students and error patterns observed while 160
the 2nd grade elementary students attempted to solve math word problems, easy and
simple vocabularies are repeatedly used in the sentence structures of word problems
and specific real life materials such as fruits, books, the number of people and etc.
were repeatedly used.

51.56% of errors in sentence interpretation observed was higher than 39.20% of
calculation errors and backtracking operation, a length of sentences, the numbers used
in questions and etc were analyzed to be involved in the errors in interpretation.
Therefore, it is very important to make word problems from a student’s points of
view rather than a teacher’s point of view and the study suggests that teachers help
students learn basic sentence interpretation skills.

Keywords : sentence structure, interpretation errors, word problems
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