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<Abstract>

A Study on the Determining Factors of Elementary Students’ Attitude
towards Mathematics

Kim, Eun Hyoungd; & Paik, Suckyoon?

The purpose of this study was to analyze concretely and minutely a primary factor
of deciding attitude of learning mathematics of elementary school students, grope a
solution for negative attitude of learning mathematics with researching a difference
between major factors by achievement in mathematics, and examine a suggestion in
forming positive attitude of learning mathematics.

The results of this study is as follows.

First, elementary school students decided whether they liked or disliked mathematics,
depending on not only characteristics of mathematics, but also teacher’'s teaching
mathematics with interest and fun, or teacher’s teaching tediously and difficultly.

Second, negative attitude toward mathematics exam of elementary school students
was influenced by parents’ meddling for exam and negative attitude toward result of
exam more than uneasiness by exam itself.

Third, as private education for elementary school students becomes more popular, the
learning mathematics out of school can be an important factor to decide attitude of
learning mathematics of students on several sides such as teacher, teaching method,
method of presenting task, and so on as much as mathematics class in school, and
characteristics of mathematics.

Fourth, students demanded silent and concentrative atmosphere in studying to have
positive attitude of learning mathematics.

Fifth, as the result of examining major factors that form attitude of learning
mathematics of groups by achievement in mathematics, there was considerable difference
in each group. Students in a group of ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ disliked parents’ meddling and
rebuke, but it didn't change greatly their attitude toward mathematics exam. However a
group of ‘middle’ showed the greatest uneasiness toward an exam, and they reacted
sensitively to parent’s rebuke, scolding, learning environment, and so on.

Keywords ' elementary students’ attitude towards mathematics, anxiety factors of
mathematics, negative attitude toward mathematics, positive attitude of learning
mathematics
A4+ 2008. 7. 21
A AL 2008. 9. 12
A& 2008. 11. 5
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