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Comparison of North Korea’'s Military Strategy
before and after Nuclear Arming

Nam, Man-Kwon*

After successful nuclear tests Pakistan launched a more severe
swrprise attack toward India than before. It is highly possible that
North Korea will adopt this Pakistan military strategy if it is armed
with nuclear weapons. The North Korean forces armed.with nuclear
bombs could make double its war capability through strengthening
aggressive force structure and come into effect on blocking
reinforcement of the US forces at the initial phase of war time.
Therefore we may regard that Pyongyang’'s nuclear arming is a
major one of various factors which increase possibility of waging a
conventional warfare or a nuclear war.

North Korea’s high self-confidence after nuclear arming will
heighten tension on the Korean Peninsula via aggressive military
threat or terror toward South Korea, and endeavor to accomplish its
political purpose via low-intensity conflicts. For instance, nuclear
arming of the Pyongyang regime enforces the North Korean forces
to invade the Northern Limit Line(NLL), provoke naval battles at
the West Sea, and occupy one or two among the Five Islands at
the West Sea. In that case, the South Korean forces will be faced

with a serious dilemma. In order to recapture the islands, Seoul

* Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
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should be ready for escalating a war. However it is hard to imagine
that South Korea fights with North Korea armed with nuclear
weapons. This paper concludes that the Pyongyang regime after
nuclear arming strongly tends to occupy superiority of military

strategy and wage military provocations on the Korean Peninsula.

Key Words @ nuclear arming, military strategy, security policy,

northern limit line, surprise attack, conventional war, nuclear war
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