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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the regional differences of 0-12 aged children’s environment
based on their parents’ socioeconomic class and on the character of the settlement. One thousand and
two hundred households were investigated and the results are as follows. It is revealed that families in
low socio-economic class are more likely to be exposed to noise and home crowdedness. Families
living in spontaneous settlement are deprived of natural light and the roads to their homes are steep and
narrow. Low income families face a housing affordability crisis. Most of them pay housing rent on
monthly basis. The basic infrastructure of low income neighborhood is lacking convenient facilities like
shopping centers, public transportation systems, banks, public parks, and libraries. This lack of facilities
is more severe in spontaneous settlement. Instead, bars and taverns are located in their neighborhood.
Accessibility to parks and resource centers is an important factor that makes both middle and low
income families consider their neighborhood to be positive and this condition is counted better in social
housing area than in spontaneous settlement. On the contrary, social networks like friends and relatives
are strong in spontaneous settlement and families in poverty value these relationships. Such networks
are weak in social housing area and this difference is not related to their residential period. Low
income families living in social housing area are more pessimistic about their future and this view
might result from their counterpart middle class neighbors and the weak social networks.

Key words: residential environment, low income families, social housing area, spontaneous
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Table 1. Characteristics of sampling
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Socio-economic status(SES)| Settlement character_of low-income group
middle-income low-income | social housing  spontaneous settlement
mother 373(69.5%) 337(60.1%) 83(53.2%) 236(63.3%)
Responsible for father 13925.9%) 157(28.0%) 56(35.9%) 96(25.7%)
child rearing grandparent(s) 13(2.4%) 48(8.6%) 13(8.3%) 31(8.3%)
siblings, relatives 1222%)  19(3.4%) 4(2.6%) 102.7%)
N 537(100.0%) 561(100.0%)| 156(100.0%) 373(100.0%)
married 519(96.6%) 326(59.3%) 88(57.1%) 221(60.4%)
Parents” marriage divorced(separated) 10(1.9%) 151(27.5%) 41(26.6%) 100(27.3%)
status lost spouse 0(.0%) 24(4.4%) 13(8.4%) 10Q2.7%)
etc. 8(1.5%) 49(8.9%) 12(7.8%) 35(9.6%)
N 537(100.0%) 550(100.0%)| 154(100.0%) 366(100.0%)
middle school- 3(.7%) 62(22.3%) 24(30.0%) 37(19.4%)
s . high school 55(13.3%)  155(55.8%) 41(51.3%) 109(57.1%)
Father’s education - unity college 45(10.8%)  19(6.8%) 5(6.3%) 14(7.3%)
undergraduate+ 312(75.2%)  42(15.1%) 10(12.5%) 31(16.2%)
N 415(100.0%) 278(100.0%) 80(100.0%) 191(100.0%)
regular 401(97.1%)  85(30.7%) 17(21.0%) 66(35.1%)
Emploment status part time(6mon.+) 9(2.2%) 81(29.2%) 27(33.3%) 52(27.7%)
(father) part time(6mon.-) 1(2%) 42(15.2%) 9(11.1%) 32(17.0%)
between jobs 2(.5%) 69(24.9%) 28(34.6%) 38(20.2%)
N 413(100.0%) 277(100.0%) 81(100.0%) 188(100.0%)
1 87(21.2%)  86(18.5%) 26(18.4%) 58(19.3%)
Number of 2 282(68.6%) 255(55.0%) 81(57.4%) 163(54.3%)
children 3 39(9.5%) 102(22.0%) 27(19.1%) 70(23.3%)
4+ 3(.7%) 21(4.5%) 7(5.0%) 9(3.0%)
N 411(100.0%) 464(100.0%)| 141(100.0%) 300(100.0%)
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Table 2. Type of housing affordability by socio-economic status and by settiement character of low-income

families
SES Settlement character of low-income group
middle-income low-income social housing spontaneous settlement
(N=537) (N=516) (N=142) (N=374)
Own the house 332(61.8%) 32(6.2%) 11(7.7%) 21(5.6%)
Long-term rent 187(34.8%) 167(32.4%) 11(7.7%) 156(41.8%)
Monthly rent 233(45.2%) 66(46.5%) 167(44.7%)
Free (relative’s or official’s) 10(1.9%) 25(4.8%) 1(0.7%) 24(6.4%)
Etc. 8(1.5%) 59(11.4%) 53(37.3%) 6(1.6%)
2=164.60, ***p<.001
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Table 3. Number of child per room by SES and by settlement character

SES Settlement character of low-income group
middle-income low-income social housing  spontaneous settlement
(N=483) (N=352) (N=112) (N=240)
One child/room 262(54.2%) 69(19.6%) 25(22.3%) 44(18.3%)
Share the room with siblings 221(45.8%) 283(80.4%) 87(77.7%) 196(81.7%)
X 2= 64.78, ***p<.001 X 2=0.77, ns.
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Table 4. Home environment of low-income families by settlement character

Social housing (N=137) Spontaneous settlement (N=333) b &
noise 28(20.4%) 82(24.7%)
insufficient space 79(57.7%) 64(19.2%)
poor hygiene 1(7%) 8(2.4%)
u poor indoor air quality 5(3.6%) 25(7.5%)
ome insufficient lighting 0(0%) 55(16.5%) 140,874+
environment
steep roads 0(.0%) 41(12.3%)
narrow roads 0(.0%) 34(10.2%)
confront main streets 7(5.1%) 13(4.0%)
etc. 17(12.4%) 113.3%)
. basement 0(.0%) 136(37.8%)
House stairs 89 4 ***
on the ground 130(100.0%) 224(62.2%)

**% : p<.001
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Table 5. Neighborhood environment by SES and by settiement character(multiple answering)

SES Settlement character of low-income group
t:
middle-income low-income 5 social housing Spontancons
(N=540) (N=533) X (N-1s7)  Scttlement x?
(N=376)
whole-sale market  100(18.5%)  97(182%) .00 300248%)  58(154%)  6.60*
dept. st
Convenient me:rkef ore/ 203(37.6%)  93(174%) S5194%** | 13(83%)  80(21.3%)  12.99%%+
facilit
acity bank 406(752%)  270(50.7%) 82.63*** | O6(61.1%)  174(463%)  9.80%*
hospital 400(74.1%)  283(53.1%) 65.04%%* | 110(70.1%)  173(460%) 25.73***
religious facility ~ 336(62.2%)  208(39.0%) 66.84%** | S7(36.3%)  151(402%) .69
park 388(71.9%) 220(413%) 110.41%%%| 113(72.0%) 107(28.5%) 86.53%**
library 181(33.5%)  60(113%) 79.06%** | 23(14.6%)  3708%) 256
recreation center  166(30.7%)  30(5.6%) 112.07%%*|  6(3.8%) 2464%) 137
Amenities | welfare center 08(18.1%)  205(38.5%) 48.59%* | 135(86.0%)  70(18.6%) 212.30%%*
theatre 790146%)  4(8%)  TLITT | 1(6%) 30.8%) 04
play ground 460(852%)  354(66.4%) STO04%x* | 139(88.5%) 215(572%) 48.82%%
gym. 34(6.3%) 12%)  3099%* |  1(.6%) 0(0.0%) 2.40
village office 360(683%)  288(54.0%) 26.57%%* | 102(65.0%) 186(49.5%)  10.71**
Administration |school 410075.9%)  336(63.0%) 214T** | 107(682%) 229(609.%)  2.50
office district office 16630.7%)  112.1%) 170.48*%*|  2(13%) 92.4%) 69
city hall 27650%)  101.9%) 893 |  00.0%) 102.7%)  4.26%
subway 2660@9.3%)  151(283%) S54.19%+* | 63(d0.1%)  88(234%)  15.26%
b than 3
“st (';'ore A 415(769%)  334(627%) 3249%% | 114(72.6%)  220(58.5%)  9.41%*
routes
T f
PSP |seat- bused bus  225(4L7%) 337X 10967+ 490L2%)  24(64%)  ST76M
SyS cm
nly town-block
Oy WO r124%)  92(173%)  880%* | 23(146%)  69(184%) 106
bus available
walk TI13.1%)  129242%) 19.68** | 36229%)  93247%) 20

** 1 p<01 *** : p<.001
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Table 6. Educational environment by SES and by settlement character

SES Settlement character of low-income group
middle-income low-income social housing spontaneous settlement
(N=523) (N=492) (N=139) (N=353)
Satisfactory 380(72.7%) 238(48.4%) 85(61.2%) 153(43.3%)
Unsatisfactory 143(27.3%) 254(51.6%) 54(38.8%) 200(56.7%)
X 2=64.53, ***p<.001 X 2=12.67, ***p<.001
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Table 7. Preference of educational environment by SES and by settiement character(1st. rank answer only)

SES Settlement character of low-income group

middle-income low-income social housing  spontaneous settlement
(N=379) (N=233) (N=84) (N=149)
Close neighborhood 26(6.9%) 29(12.4%) 1(1.2%) 28(18.8%)
Edu. environ. 120(31.7%) 43(18.5%) 17(20.2%) 26(17.4%)
Welfare facility 5(1.3%) 41(17.6%) 31(36.9%) 10(6.7%)
Quality health center 2(.5%) 6(2.6%) 0(0.0%) 6(4.0%)
Relatives 21(5.5%) 32(13.7%) 3(3.6%) 29(19.5%)
Reasonable prices 2(.5%) 16(6.9%) 1(1.2%) 15(10.1%)
Quality peer of the children 16(4.2%) 11(4.7%) 2(2.4%) 9(6.0%)
Natural resources 176(46.4%) 51(21.9%) 28(33.3%) 23(15.4%)
Amenities 5(1.3%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%)
Etc. 6(1.6%) 4(1.7%) 1(1.2%) 3(2.0%)

X £=145.64, ***p<.001 X 2=70.45, **%p<.001
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Table 8. The most serious neighborhood problem by SES and by settlement character(1st. rank answer only)

SES Settlement character of low-income group

middle-income low-income sacial housing spontaneous settlement
(N=142) (N=243) (N=53) (N=190)
Convenient facility 8(5.6%) 21(8.6%) 2(3.8%) 19(10.0%)
Amenities 20(14.1%) 61(25.1%) 12(22.6%) 49(25.8%)
Welfare center 0(0.0%) 23(9.5%) 0(0.0%) 23(12.1%)
Lack of natural resources 19(13.4%) 31(12.8%) 1(1.9%) 30(15.8%)
Hazardous neighbors (tarvens, etc.) 13(9.2%) 17(7.0%) 2(3.8%) 15(7.9%)
Poor educational environment 61(43.0%) 19(7.8%) 3(5.7%) 16(8.4%)
Lack of social network 5(3.5%) 20(8.2%) 19(35.8%) 1(0.5%)
Safety problems 3(2.1%) 22(9.1%) 9(17.0%) 13(6.8%)
Lack of health care centers 32.1%) 52.1%) 1(1.9%) 42.1%)
Poor public transportation 5(3.5%) 13(5.3%) 0(0.0%) 13(6.8%)
Etc. 5(3.5%) 11(4.5%) 4(7.5%) 7(3.7%)

X 2=87.38, **%p<.001 X 2=100.43, ***p<.001
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Table 9. Hope for the future by SES and by settlement character

SES Settlement character of low-income group
middle-income low-income social housing spontaneous settlement
(N=534) (N=528) (N=157) (N=371)
Optimistic 439(82.2%) 234(44.3%) 51(32.5%) 183(49.3%)
Pessimistic 30(5.6%) 122(23.1%) 58(36.9%) 64(17.3%)
Unconcerned 65(12.2%) 172(32.6%) 48(30.6%) 124(33.4%)
X 2=175.29, ***p<.001 X 2=29.31, ***p<.001
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