CHEtXIZI &5 R| H|422 |4 2007 (526 ~539)

An Influence of the Korean Wave on Chinese Tourism to South Korea
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of the Korean Wave on Chinese tourism to South
Korea through a behavioral analysis of Chinese tourists in the general group package tours. China suppressed the
needs of the Chinese people’s geographical movement and imposed restrictions on information about the outside
world with the use of a policy of “closure” for a long time. But since reforms and open-door policies were introduced
in China, especially in the context of relaxation of control policies over Chinese outbound tourism after the mid-1990’s,
more and more Chinese make trips abroad including visits to South Korea. In this situation, the recent Korean
Wave(especially, drama/film) describes the Korean national image by forming a bridge between fiction and reality and
plays a pivotal role in broadening or reconstructing the geographical imagination of the Chinese people who have
been historically isolated from the outside world. Although Chinese have imagined the Korean nationscape on the
basis of geopolitical or economic factors in the past, they have currently broadened or reconstructed their geographical
imagination to include socio-cultural factors related closely to the Korean way of life due to the recent Korean Wave.
This newly constructed geographical imagination led by the Korean Wave functions as an important pulling factor in
Chinese destination choices, affecting Chinese tourists motivation formation and the recommendation of main
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attractions. The more influential the Korean Wave is on their destination choice, the more the respondents select the

cultural factors in both their motivation for tourism to South Korea and their recommendations of tourism attractions to

other people. Through the analysis results of both satisfaction and intention to revisit, the more influential the Korean

Wave is on their destination choice, the higher is the degree of both satisfaction and intention to revisit. In other

words, although Chinese tourism to South Korea is chiefly in the general group package tours, Chinese tourists who

are influenced by Korean Wave on their destination choice have more attachment toor affection for) Korea as a

tourism destination. This result suggests that the Korean Wave affects qualitative change - that is, change of attitude -

as well as quantitative change in Chinese demand for tourism to South Korea.

Key Words : Chinese tourists visiting South Korea, the Korean Wave, geographical imagination, behavioral analysis
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