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Word Problem with Figures Solving Ability and
Error of Boys and Girls
—- with middle school 3rd grade students -

Oh, Jeong-Yoon® - Ro, Young-Soon%

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine what errors students made in solving word
problems with figures and to compare the problem-solving abilities of boys and girls for
each type of word problems with figures . It's basically meant to provide information on
effective teaching-learning methods about world problems with figures that were given
the greatest weight among different sorts of word problems.

The findings of the study were as follows: First, there was no difference between the
boys and girls in the types of error they made. Both groups made the most errors due
to a poor understanding of sentences, and they made the least errors of making the
wrong expression. And the students who gave no answers outnumbered those who
made errors. Second, as for problem-solving ability, the boys outperformed the girls in
problem solving except variable problems. There was the greatest gap between the two
in solving combining problems. Third, they made the average or higher achievement in
solving the types of problems that were included much in the textbooks, and made the
least achievement in relation to the types of problems that were handled least often in
the textbooks.

Key Words : Word problems with figures, Problem-solving ability, Error
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