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Ml Abstract

Printing Medium Characteristic Study of Monotype and Monoprint

SONG, DAI-SEUP
Associated Professor, College of Fine Arts

“Printing is an Art of reproduction & a Technique of However printing has
extended its limitation from a genre of reproduction itself and now it stands on the
tuning point as an art such as painting or sculpture which expresses artist’s
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originality. Early Printing has had relations in depth with press printing in terms of
information recording, preservation, and transmission. It was acknowledged value in a
way of information satisfaction different from how it is valued as a pure art today.
But, later printing has transferred its function from a mean of reproduction to pure
art due to the development of printing skills and photography invention. It can be
said that the concept of modern printing is taking over its genealogy as a creative
work not as just printing. Also its expression capability is widen to dimensional
printing and high-tech multimedia from original tradition techniques. As we discussed
above, modern painting is very open to various changes. This modem painting aspect
can be seen as an extended interpretation of ‘board’ concept.

This dissertation raises a question why monotype and monoprint couldn’t secure its
position in printing history in spite of numerous artists’ tryouts in its way. Monotype
and monoprint fundamentally based on intaglio technique in its history. Yet, its
systematic study hasn’t been worked out. This is because of the lack of recognition
of monotype and monoprint’s originality as printing. Especially in monoprint, it has
known as an carly stage in copperplate printing process which is an attempt to solve
the technique limitation or trial work for edition. Likewise the reason why monotype
and monoprint remains at the edge of printing border ambiguously is because of
conceptual, technical characteristics which are against traditional printing. In traditional
printing, the concept of board is important as a method of reproduction. Different
from the fact, monotype and monoprint accept the form of medium ‘board’

conceptually out of limited condition as mentioned.

Thus monotype and monoprint hasn’t stand out for several reasons until late 20th
century when it started come out to public as people starts to have interests that
works from famous artists are actually based on monotype and monoprint. This
dissertation likes to step into the monotype and monoprint theoretically which is not
well known in domestic and try to study the meaning of monotype and monoprint as
a printing medium which is also hasn’t been considered sincerely. For this study the
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process follow as below. First, look into how monotype and monoprint has a concept
and history. Next, check differences through comparison with traditional printing and
how printing can be understood in what aspects at the same time. After, verify how
monotype and monoprint have influence on the acceptance of extended concept of
‘board’. This study will show the expressional possibility of monotype and monoprint
which has already known as ‘tableau printing’in today’s situation where adventurous
experiments of printing medium are going on with the development of technology.

Key Words : Printing Medium, Concept of ‘Board’, medium extension, printing
technique, experimental medium



