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<Table 1> Knowledge about pain management (N=465)
Subscale ' Statistics Converted to 100%

Min Max M SD Min Max M SD
General knowledge about pain 28.00 39.00 3421 1.88 40.00 95.00 71.08 9.42
Knowledge on cancer pain management 7.00 10.00 9.69 0.56 40.00 100.00 93.93 11.22
Knowledge on analgesic classification 10.00 20,00 17.58 1.27 00.00 100.00 75.89 12.73
Knowledge on the use of analgesic 23.00 39.00 30.49 2.41 15.00 95.00 52.48 12.06
Correct answer ratio 73.34%
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<Table 2> General knowledge about pain (N=4865)
Answer Yes No
Question item — n(%) n(%)
2. If you look at a patient's physiological and behavioral responses related to his/herr pain, 393(84.5) 72(15.5)*
you can figure out presence and intensity of the pain.
8. In case a patient says he or she is suffering from pain, its physical causes can always 296(63.7) 169(36.3)*
be identified. If not, they are caused by psychogenic ones.
10. A patient can fall asleep in spite of the presence of heavy pain. 204(43.9)* 261(56.1)
11. If a patient feels pain without known causes and has depression, the latter is the cause 403(86.7) 62(13.3)*
of pain.
13. If pain is repeated, the patent's ability to endure it is increased but his or her sensitivity 238(51.2) 227(48.8)*
to it is decreased.
* . answering correctly
<Table 3> Knowledge on cancer pain management (N=465)
Answer Yes No
Question item n(%) n(%)
I. Cancer pain is the kind of pain caused by patient's tumors, complications or problems 447(96.1)* 18( 3.9)
related to treatments.
2. The metastatic bone pain is the most common of a kind. Irrespective of its first cancer 431(92.7)* 34( 1.3)
position, the more the degree of infestation, the greater the pain.
3. The frequency of cancer pain occurrence is different in accordance with the progress of 58(12.5) 407(87.5)*
disease and will decrease in the final period than in the early one.
4. Cancer pain includes the cases caused by medical therapy, operation, chemotherapy or 447(96.1)* 18( 3.9)
radiotherapy. :
5. Cancer pain is the most commonly caused by the infestation of bones or the 452(97.2)* 13( 2.8)

neurological system but can also be caused by the obstruction and transformation of

soft region and vessel or by the closure of internal organs.

* . answering correctly
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<Table 4> Knowledge on analgesics classification (N=465)

Answer Narcotics Non—Narcotics

Analgesic n(%) n(%)

Myprodol 70(15.1)* 395(84.9)
Talwin(Pentazocin) 162(34.8)* 303(65.2)
Nubaine 209(44.9)* 256(55.1)
Ibuprofen 48(10.3) 417(89.7)*
Tridol 42( 9.0 423(91.0)*
Tylenol(Acetaminophene) 22( 4.7) 443(95.3)*
Fentanyl patch 444(95.5)* 21( 4.5)
Demerol(Pethidine) 450(96.8)* 15( 3.2)
Codein 453(97.4)* 12( 2.6)
Morphine 458(98.5)* 7( 1.5)

* . answering correctly
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{Table 5> Knowledge on the use of analgesics (N=465)
Answer Yes No
Question item n(%) n(%)
10. Even in case of a sudden and acute pain, the dose of morphine should be increased 372(80.0) 93(20.0)*
by degrees.
11. There is a maximum dose on narcotic control. 390(83.9) 75(16.1)*
15. Either overdose or the frequent use of narcotic control is so dangerous that it should 437(94.0) 28( 6.0)*
be administered within the allowed doses.
16, The long-term overdose of morphine for pain control could increase the mortality rate 418(89.9) 47(10.1)*
by dyspnea.
20. The possibility of intoxication in narcotic control for pain management? 79(17.0)* 386(83.0)

(1) less than 1% * (2) 1~10%
(4) 50% and above

(3) 11~50%

* . answering correctly
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<Table 6> Attitudes toward pain management (N=465)
Subscale Statistics Converted to 100%
Min Max M SD Min Max M SD
Attitudes toward pain management 9.00 17.00 12.40 1.24 .00 88.89 37.80 13.85
<Table 7> Attitudes toward pain management (N=465)
Answer Yes No
Question item B n{%) n(%)
4. Do you take a patient's complaints about pain at its face value? 216(46.5) 249(53.5)
8. Do you hesitate to give narcotic control to the patient? 302(64.9) 163(35.1)
If your answer is "YES,” why?* :

(1) fear of side effect 76(18.5)

(2) lack of knowledge (1.7

(3) risk of poisoning 122(29.7)

(4) the public's negative image about narcotic control 23( 5.6)

(5) risk of tolerance 120(29.2)

(6) the existence of other interchangeable drugs 57(13.9)

(7) fear of legal and administrative regulations 6( 1.5)

9. If the analgesic is PRN, please specify the number of patient's complaints about pain 22(26.1) 339(72.6)

you feel it is necessary to use narcotic control.

(1) once(26.1)*____ (2} twice(44.3)____ (3) three times(26.1)__

(4) four times(1.1) ___ (5) five times or more(l.1)
* : Duplication question item
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A Study of the Nurses' Knowledge and Attitude
about Pain Management

Hwang, Kyung-Hee" - Ryoo, Eon-Na? - Park, Kyung-Sook®

1) Nurse, Department of Nursing, Kangnam Sacred Heart Hospital, College of Medicine, Hallym University
2} Full-time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Andong Science College
3) Professor, Department of Nursing, College of Medicine, Chung-Ang University

Purpose: This research studied the nurses* knowledge and attitude about pain management. Method: The rescarch
subjects were 465 nurses working at three university hospitals in Seoul and at one university hospital in
Kyunggi-do. The survey results were collected between October 13 and 21 in 2004. Result: The overall mean
score of correct answers on knowledge about pain management was 73.34, general knowledge 71.08, and cancer
pain control was 93.93. Similarly, the mean score of correct answers on knowledge about the classification of
analgesics was 75.89, while the knowledge of their use was only 52.48. The overall characteristics related to the
degree of the nurses' knowledge about pain management were their educational background and their experiences
of pain education. In a similar view, the overall characteristics related to the knowledge about the classification of
analgesics were age and religion. Likewise, the use of analgesics was related to field of service and the experience
of pain education. Finally, the overall characteristics related to the nurse's attitude toward pain management were
their field of service and their position. Conclusion: The results of this study could be useful to institutions
involved in the education and application of patient pain management.

Key words : Nurse, Pain, Knowledge, Attitude
* Address veprint requests to : Park, Kyung-Sook
Department of Nursing, College of Medicine, Chung-Ang University

221, Heukseok-dong, Dongjak-gu, Seoul, Korea
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